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Electlon
day
lottery |
continues
Peres names
campaign team

gested coming in the -
Knesset,buttheﬁnal:’;mounoe-
ment by Prime Minister Shimon

Perse:q)eaedatthelaborfac-
tion meeting was not to be..
The most favored date

tobeMayZﬂ alﬂioughl’eressmd'

pier with either May 28 or June 4.
‘Inmromihzshomﬂ:e

Perssmdhewmﬂdgownhthe
May 20 date-if the refigious parties
preferred, “Ninety days is enough
to say everything that needs to be
sa:dandevenwhatdomtneedm
be said.”

The mommgmeeung bemeen
Labor and Likud-Tsomet on the
election date ended with a scream-

ing match, after which Labor fac-

tion charman Ra’anan Cohen

stormed out to tell waiting réport-
ers: “It's all blown uwp. The Likmd

s;wtusnggmmdsandmahng_
everything.™

a show of

MK Micbael Eitan (Iaknd)
passed his own j t: “If only
they’d been this tongh in the nego-

tiations with the PLO, :twould'

bave been better for the country.”
.The religious parties in the

morning insisted op the Jope 4,

but by afternoon some rchglons

MKs said they would be witling to

compromise on May 20.

Peres denjed that May 14, three

“I'm not impressed by ewpty
rhetorse, be said, listing 2 latge

number of Laborites favolved in
the reunification of Jerusalem
from Levy Eshkol to Yitzhak Ra-

bmandTeddyKoIlek “Not exact- .

ly a Likud team.”

Likud leader Binyamin Netan-
yahu joked in his faction meeting:
“We could hold the elections to-
morrow. I don’t think they’d have
time to come down off the Golan

" Heights and redivide Jerusalem by

then. Or creatc 2 Palestinian
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Three children killed, 36 injured
~ as truck slams into school bus

BATSHEVA TSUR

'I'!mEEd:ildrmwerekilledand_
--ﬁmjmﬁdwhenauacmrtmiler

jackimifed into a bus carrying pu-
pils to the regjonal
sehooiatKihbsz.awmtheGaﬁ

heyste:&
wererepurhed in
senous mndmon m.th head

8, of Yavnie); Eliron Tuito, 9 of
KfarOved,andl.morHajbl 7.

. also of Kfar Oved. They were buz-

speeding.

The accident occarred shortly
after 7 a.m. when the trailer appar-
ently swerved away from the truck
pulbng it. slicing mto the side of
the oncoming bus, a police spokes-
mansmd.Hesaldpohcewerem-
_vestigating whether the accident,
wh:d:qpnnredasthebnswasap-

the Golani junction,
was the result of human error ora
taechnwalfautt.

Ambmcollemd ‘those
children who were conscions and
took them to Poriya Hospital in

eyewitnesses said. The

.8, told Educational TV.

instamtly and a third died on arrival
at Poriya Hospital, a hospital
spokesman said. By nightfall, 30
tightly injured children were dis-
cbarged. Three who were seriously

injured were trapsferred by. heli- -

copier to Rambam Hospital, and
the remainder were reported in
moderate to fair copdition at
Poriva.

“I was sitting at the back of the
bus and talking with 2 friend when
there was a tremendous bang and
thebuslmd:edback,”AdiMau&).
“We
couldn™t even talk. We climbed
out through the windows and I
started looking for my sister,™ who
was injured i the legs.

“Then ¥ saw the back of my
friend Perah, on the ground out-
side. This upset me terribly. I also
saw the head of a bay, I felt horri-
ble. I was very womried about
Perah and aboumt Avi Cohen,
whomn [ saw was injured.”

“After the bang, it was very qui-
et and thean everyone went wild
trying to get out,” said Shiran Co-
ben, the sister of Avi, 12, who is
one of those iv serious condjtion.
“There was blood everywhere,
and bits of broken glass. I started
asking where Avi was, and some-
one told me he was okay. Later
they said he had hurt his head.”

At the school, third-grader Avi-
tal Ronen told her teacher: “1
can't sit alone.™ Avital had shared

- adesk with Perah. “I wrote a letter

to Perah’s family. I told them I

want her to come back, but ] know
she can’t. I feel so sad,” Avital said
later in an imterview on Education-
al TV.

Since the beginning of this year,

- 65-people have been killed on the

Toads.
Education Minister Amgon Ro-
binstem, who attended the faner-

sent immediately to the school
where the children smdied.
Classes were canceled and the
children were given activities
aimed at allowing them to
their fears. Psychologisis were also
sent to the homes of those killed
and injured.
Rubmnstein also ordered an in-
vestigation imo the safety precan-
tions taken by school buses is rural

make sure they are fit to drive.
“Road accidents are claiming
more and more lives,” Rubinstein

Peres Likud committing character assassination

P'RINIE Minister Skimon Peres
complained yesterday that the

- Likud is.employing character as-

sassination.against him by rais-
ing the issue of Jerusalem.
*The Likud launched its clec-
tion campaign in an ugly fash-
ion,” Peres said. “They are
com.nuttmg ‘character assassina-
tion, and not.for the first time.
This whole .campaign, with the
slogan of ‘Peres will divide Jeru~
is ‘Character assassina-

tiom ... It offends me. It harts

.me. I am buwman, too.’

Peres was speaking to the co-
alition’s election team before it

B embarked on consaltations with

the opposition. He instructed

. the group to push for May 14
- elections, and compromise on

May 20 only if the rehglous par-
ties would vote for :t
. “There is no point in prolong-

SARAH HONIG

ing this process and postponing
elections for even one unneces-
sary day. considering that the
Likud bas already staned its of-
fensive,” Peres said. “What's
the point of dragging this cam-
paign for four or five months?
Ounr target is the earliest possi-
ble dae. We won't quibble if
the haredim will support May
20, but if they wou't, it will be
May 14.”

But a big question mark sur-
rounds the May 14 date. Dapish
Queen Margrethe is due to visit
between May 12 and 14, follow-
ing a siate visit to Jordan and a
few days of rest in Akaba. She is
unlikely to reschedule.

Peres aiso announced that he
is appointing Foreign Minister

Ehud Barak to run bis personal

- First Israeli tour of Yemen sets off tomorrow

HAIM SHAPIRO

anspices of Neot Hakikar

| 'I‘I{E{imlmehtomto!'isduemlenvetomormwundenhc

Tours.

-(Geographical
“The group of about 20, all Israelis who also hold foreign passposts, is to

" iravel by land fo Amman, where the company has been promised
i obtain Yemeni visas. From there, they are to fly by Royal

~Jordanian Airlines to Sanaa, the Yemeni capital.

that the

The cost of the tour, which is to Jast nine days, is $2.060. According toa

. standasd disclaimer issued by the company, it undertakes to return the
" éntire fee i the tour is canceled before it leaves Israel. If the group fails to
" obedin visas i Amman or is denied entry in Yemen, the company
: 'pmmmtorefmdmemoney less cxpenses ipcurred to that paint.

campaign for prime minister.
This was a consolation prize for
Barak, who kad sought to be put
in charge of the Labor informa-
tion drive. That job, however,
weat to Interior Minister Haim
Ramon.

Barak was also told that
should Peres be elected, be will
retain the Defense portfolio.
But Barak played the good los-
er, saying he felt “honored to be
asked to manage the prime min-
ister’s campaign. I consider it a
great compliment for someone-
as new to politics as myself.”

He said be would be glad to

(Coutinued on Page 2)

Eitan (Eito) Shalem

Real Estaie Broker & Consuliant
Dan Panorama,

10 Koytman St. Tel Aviv

Tol: 03-51240686 Fax: 03-8731666

Dreans for Sale

% The Dreams Chtf
In Jaifa, above the sea,
somi detached housae.

% Mediterranean Dream!
Ramat Aviv Gimmat, unique,
high floor, immedietel i

& New Dream! g
Caesarea - houga,
swimming pool, graenery,

503 view, completely ronovaled.
Immediatel
Ask for Ello

has not done enough on this sub-
ject, even though it has done much
to improve the roads.”
Transport Minister Yisrael
Kessar blamed the legislators,
saying'the Knesset was not help-
ing his ministry hy opposing legis-
lation regarding truck drivers and
transport despite the high per-
centage of accidents involving
trucks. .

Foreign leaders
may be asked
to stay away till
after elections

DAVID MAKOVSKY

THE Foreign Ministry is
weighing whether to ask for-
eign dignitaries to delay their
mps here untl after the elec-
tions to avoid a diplomatic con-
frontation over visits 1o Orient
House, Foreign Ministry offi-
cials indicated yesterday.

It is possible that even in the
absence of an explicit Foreign
Ministzry appeal. foreign offi-
cials would decide pot to visit
during the election campaign,
should Internal Security Minis-
ter Moshe Shahal ban visits to
Orient House.

The cancellations, should they
oceur. would mark the first diplo-
mafic casuaity of the partisan de-
bate, following the Likud's allega-
tion earlier this week that Prime
Minister Shimop Peres would par-
tition Jerusalem if elected. Peres
has termed the charge “incite-
ment”’ and ‘‘character
assassination.”

After the Likud aflegation, Sha-
hal sent a letter to Foreign Minis-
ter Ehud Barak urging him to co-
operate in ensuring that visiting
forcipn omaisters do not stop at
Orient House. His aides said the
move was nesded so Orient House
would pot become a Palestinian
Authority mini-foreign ministry.

Likud Leader Binyamin Netan-
yahu, addressing his Knesset fac-
tion, greeted the anhoumcement
with: “Good moming Shahal!
Now you've woken up?”

He said the Likud has be=n de-
manding for three years that the
government cdose Orient House,
only ta be told it is a2 “cultural
center.”

He called on the coalition to

it is serious about the ban by
voting in favor of the bill by Knes-
set Interior Committee chairman
Yehosbua Matza demanding the
closure of QOrient House.

MK Naomi Chazan (Meretz)
descrived Shahal’s anpouncement
as “throwing out the baby, the
peace process, with the bathwater,
the Likud's propaganda. It is clear
to all that the meaning of ‘perma-
nent [status] talks® is that Jerusa-
lem’s future will come up for
discussion.™

She cafled on the government to
restrain Shahal, “who is toming
the future of Jerusalem into his

own pnmary election campaign

subject.”

Chazan said the Foreign Minis-
try has expressed its opposition to
the meetings, but Shahal’s deci-
sion to physically stop them “will
cause tremendous mtematlonal
barm to Jerusalem’s status.™

Barak asked Peres to bold con-
sultations on the issee between the
two of them Shahal, Foreign
Ministry said.

“We are waiting for the consul-
tations of the thtee now,” a sepior
ministry official said. “If they de-
cide to follow Shahal and prevent
foreign mintsters fOG velw.ag One
ent House, there were those at

(Continued on Page 2) -

First International Bank
Banking Ahead Of Our Time

Lendmg international financial institutions consistently appinud the First lnfernanonal Bank on its

outstanding performance.

‘Fus!lnlemaﬂona!:smtkedholamonglhei"velmdmgb&nksm!sraelb)'I'homson
Y BankWatch - plobal leaders in bank risk analysis.” Ha'arez 819

=First International is a top quality bank ip the profitable Israeli banking sector..."

“First International is the best regarded of the major Isracli banks...”

“First Infernational.. has grown rapidly... throngh a policy of winning share in selected
market segments, based on efficient management, competitive pricing and customer service.”

“First Internatioval is 2 premiom bank..” Rewers7.1.0
1o its 1995 rating. Globes - Iscazl's leading financial newspa

per - ranked

Fns:lmmnomlsbiklamuumlhmdsns'\ol for the past three vears.
First Intemational's providen{ funds also achiaved iop
mhnvaumngls:ae!sﬁie!mgmbanks

In ioday’s changing world. ex
your financial horizons demands

Unyon Bank of $x tzerland 2lobul tesearch report. 15,1705

YOUR STATE OF THE ART BANK

' THE FIRST /N}'EENATIONAZ 5,4 NK
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Peres dismisses
charge he will
redivide capital

LIAT COLLINS

PRIME Minister Shimon Peres
yesterday dismissed the Likud-
Tsomet electoral theme that he
would redivide Jerusalem with one
word: “chizbar,” an old Palmah
term for a myth or biuff.

Speaking at the weekly Labor
Knesset faction meeting, he re-
called Likud threats that Labor
wonld give up the entite Golan
Heights, and said that that has not
happened and peither would Jern-
salem be redivided.

Peresdescnbedthemmpmgnas
“character assassination™ and “a
deviation from both the truth and
political norms.™

He repeated that he knows of
no negotiations on Jerusalem be-
ing carried out on the povern-
ment’s behalf. *“No one carried oat
negotiations on redividing Jerusa-
lem eitheT on the government’s be-
half or mine, or with the govern-
ment's knowledge or mine. Do
you have any reason to think there
s 2 word of truth in &? It’s a
g:!llpletely unfounded li¢,” Peres

Binyamin Netanyabu, at the Li-
kud faction meeting. countered:
“Peres always denies everything.
Everything's a chizbar. The Orient
House is 2 chizbar, 11 PLO offices
in Jerusalem are a chizbat; 200
mea of Jibril Rajoub’s [PA Protec-

tive Security] in Jerusalem is a
chizba:, He J!nst denies and denies
everything. I give his stalements as
much credibility as I gave them
when he denied sending the letter
he sent on the existence of PLO
mstitutions in Jerusalem, or when
he denied having contacs with the
PLO, when he had aiready agreed
on the Oslo accord with them.”
Netanyahu also accused Labor
of labeling every statement by the
opposition as seditious. “‘Pretty
soon they’ll tell us that if we say
Il leave the Golan Heights or
the Jordan Valley, we're gnilty of
incitement. That's the real incte-
ment, baming all legitimate criti-
cism as mcitement.™
Likud ign head Limor
Livnat accused Labor of “panick-
g™ and also attacked the media
for unfair bias. She warned the
partymxghttakelegalstepstoen—
on equal expo-
sure on state television be
enforced

The Meretz Knesset faction, at
its weekly meeting, accepted a
e by faction leader Ran

hen opposing “all building over
the Green Line and a boycott of
coalition meetings if Labor contin-
ues to support the construction of
6.300howmgumtsforhared|m
over the Green Line.”

40,000 multiple-party
registrants reported

EVELYN GORDON

ALMOST 40,000 people have reg-
istered for more than one party,
out of some 676.000 who enlisted

for a parly at all. registrar Ze'av

beeausesomepameihavenotyﬂ
submitted their lists. and other lists
could not be checked because of
technical errors. However, Boneh
decided to check now whatever he

eauldmordertoﬁmﬂlmnmefor_

the upeoming primaries. =

By law, Bonehmustnonfyanv-
one found on more thagfghis hst,
and that person then has 10 days 1o
decide to which party he really
wants to be affiliated. If he does
not choose, his name is removed
from both lists.

Five parties did not submit their
lists at all: Hadash; the Democrat-
ic Arab Pa.rty; Yemir Yisrael: a
Russian immigrant party called
Ahya(nottobeeonfusedmthNa—

s new immigrant
partv) and Degel Hatorah. In ad-
dition, the Citizens Rights Move-

ment’s entire list of 5,132 members
was submitted in an uncheckable
form, and some 6,600 names sub-
muedbytheumerlﬁpmuesabo
proved uncheckable for technical
TEa90NS.

Of the 716, 753 names that coald

people signed up for four parties.
-By far thie highest percentage of
dual occurred in Tsomet

met’s 8,400 members double-regis-
tered, and 35 percent of Ywud's
3.600 members did so.

The two major parties both
came out relatively clean in per-
centage terms: Only 8 percent

22 237) of Labor’s 277,000 mem-
bers double-regi , and 12
percent (34,581) of the Liknd's
290,000 members did so. Agudat
Yisrael took the prize, however,
with only 2 percent of its 164 mem-
bers double-registered.

The Minister of Energy and Infrastructure,
the Director General,
and ministry employees

mourn the passing of

RONALD G. S. HANRECK |

a former employee of the ministry,
and extend condolences to his family

The staff and board of
MELITZ

mourn the passing of a devoted ‘_friend and supporter
RHODA GOLDMAN 57
of San Francisca

and extend their condolences to
F_iichard, John, Susan, Doug and their families.

'Her contribution to the Jewish people, to Israel and to the
ecology of the world has made it a better place for all of us.

May the memory of her many good deeds serve as a solace.
b

Mordechai Bar-On
Chairman ¢f the Board

@3

Avraham infeld
President

The lsrael Women's Network
extends its sincerest condolences to

Richard Goldman
on the sudden death of his wife

RHODA H. GOLDMAN

a true friend and supporte

of women in Israel

" RUTH WOHLFARTH 57

née Bler

belovad wife of Uri (Heiimuth) mother and grandmother,
passed away on February 18, 1996.

Shiva at 8, Rehov Habroshim, Nahtat Yehuda A, Rishon Lezion.

The Family

registries ¢
and Yiud. Thirty percent of Tso-.

Sasson yesterday in Amman.

King Hussein aeeq)ts ld al-Fitrg‘eetmg from Intu'nal Secuntyl\ﬁmster Moshe Shaha! (cesiter) and diplomat Moshe'

(Zevah Venlmm)

Israel, Jordan, PA near agreement

on Allenby Bridge crossing -

ISRAFEL, Jordan, and the Palestinian Au-
thority are near agreement On tuming the
Allenby Bridge into the major Jordan River

poiat, Internal Security Minister

crossing
Moshe Shahel said after meeting here yester-
day with King Hussein and Prime Minister

Abde! Karim Kabariti.

Israeli diplomats said the agreement will
pave the way for a multi-million dollar invest-
ment by the Japanese government in expand-
ing the bridge, a narrow, one-lane structure
that only takes light vehicles and is off-limits

to most Israelis.

Shahal said that Foreign Ministry Director-
General Uri Savir and PA Minister of Econo-
my. Trade, and Industry Ahmed Qreia (Abun
Ala) “reached an undesstanding that will al-
low for the expansijon of the Allenby Bridge.”
He said Hussein expressed his support for the

ent.

BiLL HUTMAN
ANBAAN

The official reason for the visit was for
Shahal to present Israel's pood wishes to Jor-
dan on the Id al-Fitr holiday which begins
today. The royal helicopter was sent to the
Allenby Bndge to pick up Shahal.

Shahal said peace talks with the Syrians
were also discussed but he declined to give
details, saying he first had to report to Prime
Minister Shimon Peres. Shahal met with Ka-
bariti for over an hour, and they were then
;gl'lgd by Hussein for another 30 minutes of

The Israclis said the A.llenbj Bridge agree-
ment, when finalized, was ap important step

towards imp
wltl:lJordan beennseofﬂ:ebndgespromm—
ty to centra] Israel and Amwpean.. -

roving commerce and tourism

WhentheexpmmonoftheAﬂenbendge
is complete, Israelis will no longer have to

tomomow.

travel to the relatively remote crosging points
aear Eilat and Beit She'en, which are now the
only places to enter Jordan.

Jordanian officials had given the green light
for the agreement last week, whea they in-
formed Savir that Jordan wounld support ex-
panding the bridge as long as the PA and
Israel first reached an understanding on its
operation. Israeli sources said.

Because of the Id al-Fitr holiday, the IDF
has closed the Machpeia Cave to Jewish wor-
shipers. The closure began
moming, and will eetmnne until 9 pm.

at 4 am. this

The Likud goaded Peres into a blunder

" 160," Peres noted V" U
. “M‘eretz Kuesset- factlon ‘heac'l'
Ran Cohen explained whiy allthis -

WHO wion‘and Who lost by radi
ming through an earlier than'an-

ticipated' date ¥or the clection™

No ore. The entite date-fixing
episode may be a top contender
for the title of most farcical
much-ado-about-nothing in re-
cent Israelt politics.

For weeks, even before the for-
mal announcement of early elec-
tions was made, senior Labor
politicians kept mentioning dif-
ferent dates. Each day, the smart
money was on a different date,
and what made perfect sense one
day was dismissed on the pext.

At one point, Prime Minister
Shimon Peres and Likud leader
Binyamin Netanyahu agreed on
May 28, then because of religious
objections alrnost agreed again
on June 4. But Labor refused to

 ANALYSIS
SETRENCRRTI SEE <« SARAH HONIG

T HHE H LT
Cae T

yield in the hope that it would
force the opposition into a pack-
age deal involving a change in the

rules just as the contest is to

Labor wants legislation barring
political ismg ffom Chan-
nel 2, but allowing the electronic
media to show candidates on
news broadcasts right up to elec-
tion day. The June 4 date was
supposed to net the government a
buge exposure advantage.
Failing to get the opposition to
lay its coliective head on the exe-
cutioner’s block. Labor erased
June 4 from its calendar. It

stressed that it has the majority to
get its way in the Knesset. So had
previous governments, but the
custom is to choose the date of
clection day by consensus.

Yet in this race, will
seems to be lacking even before
the parties gather on the starting
line. Labor is mad becanse the
Likud kicked off its campaign by
claimipg that Peres is planning to
redivide Jerusalem. Peres cried
foul and charged the the Likud is
out to get him. Evea if it weren't
guilty of physical assassination, it
was practicing character assassi-
pation. “It hurts, I am human

LOTTERY

(Continued from Page I)

Although be could not give a
date for the elections, Peres did
announce his campaign staff, mak-
ing sure every Labor minister up
for re-election has some position in
campaign headquarters.

At the top of the list is Housing
Minister Binyamin Ben-Eljezer, in
charge of the campaign; party sec-
retary-general Nissim Zvilli, cam-
paign secretary; Forgign Minister
Ebud Barak, in charge of Peres’s
personal campaign and surveys:
Interior Minister Haim Ramon,
information; Tourism Minister Uzi
Baram, minorities; Internal Secu-
rity Minister Moshe Shahal, orga-
nization; Indusiry and Trade Min-
ister Micha Harish, election day
activities; Finance Minister Avra-
ham Shohat, business sactor, Min-
ister Yossi Beilin, immigrants;
Health Minister Ephraim Saeh,
haredim; Deputy Defense Minis-
ter Orl Orr, young members: La-
bor and Social Affairs Minister
Ora Namir, retirees; Justice Minis-
ter David Liba'i, platform: and
faction chairman Ra'anan Cohen,
liaison.”

CHARACTER

(Continued from Page 1)
continue as foreign minister, be-
ing sure that he will be called
opan to advise Peres on defense
and security matters.

Peres, meanwhile, is consider
ing appeals from within Labor 10
limit the April's special session of
the party conventioz 1o a ceremo-
ny only, and erase from the agen-
da any deliberations on the plat-
form. Such deltberations could be
harm the party’s campaign, as
among the propesals are the re-
moval of objections to a Palestin.
ian state, embracing the h
scheme for Jerusalegm anm-
ing 2 softer tone on me commit-
ment  to  Jordan Valley
settlements, :

STAY AWAY

(Continued from Page 1)
today’s meeting of top-level For-
cign Ministoy officials who sug-
gested appealing to German For-
cign Minister Klaus Kinkel, who
is coming on March 3, and others
fo postpone their visits.”

Another Foreign Ministry offi-
cial predicted that such an appeal
to Germany would be “‘likely,
since this has all become so politi-
cally explosive now. The Likud is
saying the battle for Jerusalem
has begun. Labor caanot take
any chances.™

German Ambassadeor Franz
Bertele said he i aware Shabal's
decision could affect whether
Kinke! wilt visit. **We are watch-
ing this sitnation very closely. We
understand thar it is a difficult
lime now. We shall see,” he said.

Diplomats in Jerusalem were
embarrassed over the prospect of
calling for a delay in Kinkel's vis-
it. a5 Germany has been a leading
advacate of Israeli concerns with-
in the European Union.

Faisal Husseini, the leading
PLO figure in Jerusalem, mean-
while, called on foreign officials
w defy Israel and continue to visit
Orient Honse. *“I am asking them
to continue their policy which
they have been implementing all
the time,™ he told Reuters.

The EU bas ipsisted over the
last several months that every vis-
iting European foreign minister
stop a1 Orieat House and pay a

**courtesy visii'® on Hussein,

Kinkel is not he ounly foreign
minister due 10 visit. The forcign
minister of Cyprus is also due
next month.

A lopg-awaited visit by Turkish
Presidem Suleyman Demirel —
whose country is pot a member of
the EU - is also expected in the
next few weeks, and Forelgn
Ministry officials hope this is a0
in jeopardy. Turkish Prime Min-
ister Tansu Ciller visited Orient

House last year without prior no-
tification to Istael

The idea of keeping senior for-
gign official away during the elec-
tion campaign might be strength-
ened by an incident during
Wallen's visit. After meeting
Peres, she said he did not ask her
noi to visit Orient House. Peres,
standing alongside her, immedi-
ately denied having said so, and
then publicly urged her not to
visit Orient House.

The practice of foreign minis-
ters holding talks at the Orient
House began shortly after the
Palestinians opened the building
as a headquariers for peace nego-
tiators in the aftermath of the
Madrid conference of 1991. Cit-
ing the fact that then prime miris-
ter Yitzhak Shamir rebuffed ef-
forts to close QOrient House,
Yiizhak Rabin maintzined the
policy.

Yet, Likud has argued that this
should change in light of the Oslo
accords, as the Pzlesinian Au-
thority has a headquarters in
Gaza.

Shahal's initiative has led some
in Labor to wonder privately
whether it legitimizes earlier Li-
kud claims that QOrient House
should be closed.

Liat Collins comtributed 1o this

report.
E

[ALS-
Mrs. Harrlat Lakwer, Prosident, Women's
League for Israal, Mrs. Di Lefﬂar
Execulive Direclor, for ﬂ?;ugw
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mandates at the latest a- May 20-
election day, rather thap the May
21, May 28, or hme 4 - allp:evn-
ously mentioned,

“tl;:uvselydaybywhdlweshort
campa:gn
nation disaster, because the Li-
kud has decided to go to war
which will injure people pliysical-
ly. Whoever wants to prevent a
campaign with blood in the
streets mmst move for elections as
soon as possible,™” he said.

But the party line aside, it is

hard to see what concrete benefit .

the coalition can derive from hay--
ing the elections only several days
before the date on which every-
ore could have amicably agreed.
Labor’s prospects will not be
greater, nor the Liknd’s lesser.
Labor’s gain lies in having
brought elections forward from
artumn to spring, while the Ra-

bin assassination is still fresherin ..
the voters’ minds. A few days one

way or the other will not make
the odds amy more favorable. -

But if the Liknd managed to "™

unsettle Labor with its opening
shot, it bodes ill for the state of
Labor’s nerves and for the tone
ofrheenﬁreenmpmgn’ . By over-

reacting, Labor managed to .

needlessly vex the religions com-

munity, which Peres needs in the
te prime ministerial race, -

Separa
and it made Labor appear an ar-
rogant bully. For whatever it may

or may not mean in the long rum, -

the Liknd easily goaded Peres
into a blunder.

Basic Laws get first
reading despite PM’s plea

'I'I-lREBneweonmmnonanElIe

hndthe:rﬁrstreadingmthe:

Knesset last night at the insis-
tence of Meretz, despite Prime

Minister Shimon Peres’s request
topostponedxsmsmonduetothc_

religious parties’ objections.

ThenewBaﬂeLawsare,legal.:

Rights; Freedom of Expression

and Association; and Social

Rights. Religious MK fear they .
would be used by the costs 10

overrule religious tion.’
KRnesset Law Com chair-

Dedi Zucker '
;::!d the vote, a(gem :

MKs turned out in force to voie
against, while coalition members
were comspicuonsly absent. -

= -thesé'

we spare the .

mmmmmm et
Features 14 one-way hikes, . o )
12 circular tralls, 4 car routes.
lmpp. msomand.nupphg)

Palestinian
policeman
- claims son
held in Gaza.
without

charges

JON IMUEL

THE . father of a Palestinian
policeman says his son has beea ©

.. held at ag unknown location in

Gaza for mire months without -

Khaled Wahabeh is one of _
about seven Palestinians held -
.for a long period somewhere in
Gaza, mnable to see familyora -
lawyer. Some six others have |
been in jail for close to 14 -
months, Palestinian human ©
rights groups say. They are :
_suspected of agents of -
arch-terrorist Abu Nidal, who
planned attacks: on the:
Palestinian Authority and
Israel. Wahabeh is apparently -
suspected of collaborating with
Israel. ;
HewasreleasedmNovember
after being declared innocent,
and told his brothers he had
been interrogated about
collaberation, severely
tortured, and hospitalized
during his imprisonment for -
broken bones in his legs and .
chest. He was rearrested two
weeks later, and again’

Bassam Eid, the Palestinian
human  rights activist |
investigating the case, said that
Amnestylnternaﬁonalbirector

Pierre Sane, who visited the
area recently, asked PA
Chairman Yasser Arafat about
Wahabeh’s case. Arafat
referred bim to Khalil Zaaben,
who heads the Palestinian
Association of Human Rights, -
directly uader PA control.
Zaaben was unable to provide
more information.

Eid has written directly to :
former US presideat Jimmy
Carter requesting his direct .
intervention as *‘Palestinian
human rights organizations
contimee to femzm silent on ..'
“f Issuesti T " Yonr |
“intérvention will hdve dn effect .

‘towards ifs citizens.™ -

In a separate case, an Israeh _
haman rights activist says a
Palestinian released after three
weeks in an Israeli jail in -
September 1992 has been
catatonic ever since. Hassan °
Zbeidi was releasedin a “severe

tioit! ftrire’ acuonsofﬂsePNA &

. catatonic state,” according to -

. Dr. Ruhama Marton, the bead -
‘of the association of lsraeli- .
Palestinian physicians. Marton, :
who- i3 treatimg him, -claims -
Zbeidi ‘was tortured by the .
General Security. Service in jail |
agd has sued the state. Five -
other prisoners held in the -
Tualkarm jail with Zbeidi at the
time claimed they had been
wm:ed

Bednmwomankilled
as car overturns

A 2% Bedvuin wmmn,
Shankxmaan,ofl-lnramﬂ:e
Negev, was killed ‘yesterday -
when her husband’s car over- |
turned on a road it the Yatir -
Forest, south of Hebron. Three -
otherpessengersmﬂ:eenrwere-
slightly injured.

'Ihemrmrunnedaﬁerrtﬁ:st
‘went off the road. Kura’an’s bus- :
band succeeded in getting back |
on the road, but the car swerved -
Jeft and fell into o three-meter -
deep ditck and overtumed.

Attempts to revive Kora’an in *
a mobile intensive care umit on
thewaymBeemhebasSoroka
Hus;mauailed. ;

The woman’s fiusband had ¥
onlyreeewedh:sdnver’sheense
'amonthagp
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* Absorption Minister Yair Tzaban examines his ministry’s new computerized gnidelines yesterday.

»

(Yitzhak Elharar)

High Court d
~_priso

THE High Court of Justice yester-
day considered the
whetber the state; nader the Oslo
accords, is obligared to free all
Palestinian prisoners who meet
certain criteria, but avoided a

decision when the state said a |

priscner who had petitioned
against his non-release would
“almost certainly™ be freed in the-
next round of releases.

The petitioner, Majeed Halon; is -

serving 20 years for attempted
murder. In his petition, he argued

that he meets ail the criteria set by

the government, and therefore
should have been freed. It _is'

question- of -

mre—

. unfair that he is still in prison
when others guilty of more seri-
ous crimes — such as the actual

- mourder of Arabs - have been

‘Government attorney Yehuda
Shetfer responded. that the interim
~ agreement signed this falt obligat-

ed the government to release a

certain oumber of prisoners

- jmmediately, an additional group

_prior 1o the Palestinian Authority
elections, and a third group at
some unspecified later date —

probably not for several months.

There is no obligation to release
all prisoners meeting certain crite-
ria, he said. The government’s
only obligation to the PA Is to
release the appropriate number at
the ap jate times, which it
has; and its only cbligation under
Israeli law is not to release those
who do not meet its criteria.

In the end, Justices Gavriel
Bach, Yitzhak Zamir, and Ya'acov
Kedmi rejected the pesition with-
out ruling explicitly on Halou's

eclines to rule on
ner releases

EVELYN GORDON

claim, though Zamir suggested
that the accords might create cer-
tain sights for Palestinian prison-
ers under Israeli law.

The rufing acknowledged the
state’s argument that the appropri-
ate number of prisoners had been
released, and that it had therefore
fulfilled its iniernational obliga-
tion. However, it also cited the
state’s promise that Halou will
“almost cenainly”™ be included in
the next release as making the
court’s intervention UBNNECessary,
leaving open the guestion of what
would happen if the state refuses
to free him.

Meshulam’s sentence fromy eight

opinion.

The Knesset

bill was submitted by an un;
much. :

No more p

advertisements to public figures,
reading. The bill,

NEWS IN BRIEF

Meshulam asks court for rehearing

Uz Meshilam and.-his followers asked the Supreme;Court .~ -
yesterday to-rehear their appeal, before an expanded panel :
justices,:1n ijs eriginal vargdiot opghe appepl. the court.reduced. - -

a complete acquittal. While a split decision can often
‘serve as & basis for.a rebearing. it seems unlikely in this case,
because the minority opinion was more stringent than the majority

Vote today on road accidents bill

nomics Committee will vote today on a bill aimed
at combatting road accidents, despite the Treasury’s opposition,
committee chairman Tzahi Haneghi {Likud) said yesterday. The

has been stalled by the Treasury’s objection that it will cost too

lic thank-yous
Government ministries and other public bodies will no longer be
abie to spend public fonds on congramlatory newspaper’

yesterday by the Knesset Law Commiuee for second and third
sponsored by Avraham Poraz (Meretz) and
Michael Eitan (Liknd), imposes a NIS 10,000 fine on violators.

of .
years to 61/2, bat the group wants

Evelyn Gordon

ted 91 MKs last summer, but
Evelyn Gordon

. tenced to life in prison.

Abeid guilty again

SULEIMAN Abeid, 46, was
convicted of the rape/murder of
Hanit Kikos for a second time

by-the-Beersheba District Courd-—-

yesterday., e _was again_sen-

Abeid, of Rahat, was original-
ly convicted on November 24,
1994, after confessing that he
picked up the hirchhiking
Kikos, 17, on Jupe 10, 1993, in
Ofakim, raping her on the way
to Beersheba, killing her, and
hiding her body in the Dudaim
dump, where he worked.

He later retracted his confes-
sion, claiming it had been
coerced. ‘His lawyer, Avigdor
Feldman, appealed.

On June- 11, 1995, a skeleton
was found in a Beersheba

drainage ditch, and DNA tesling
proved that it was that of Kikos.

Since the remains were not
found where Abeid:had said he
hid thé “body, . the Supreme

-. €ourt..on September 14, 1995,

ordered that he be wried again.

The court again decided to
convict him, by a 2-1 majority,
with Judges Gilad Giladi and
Zvi Segal voting to convict, and
Judge Neal Hendel finding
Abeid innocent. Feldman said
he would again appeal.

Dozens of Bednin from Rahat
and elsewhere in the Negev
demonstrated ontside the court-
house, expressing anger at the
decision.

- (Itim)

GSS collaborator asks to have

son returned from Jericho
EVELYN GORDON

A GENERAL. Security Service

nothing in the Oslo Accords

Histadrut joins in
unions’ pension fight

BEZEQ, Israel Aircraft Industries
and civilian workers of the IDF
will disrupt work one day this
week as part of the large labor
unions’ campaign against the
Finance Ministry's new pension
plan which significantly cuts the
pension rights of most of the
nation's salarted workers.

The unions. who are demanding
the immediate cancellation of the
pension settlement, have jaunched
sanctions and organizational mea-
sures which may include a swike.
Last week El Al the Airport
Authority and high school teach-
ers stopped work for two hours.

The Histadrut yesterday joined
the 11 large labor unions’ fight
over the settlement and included
unjon representatives in the com-
mifee it set up to examine the
agreement and re-negotiaie its
terms with the Treasury.

Histadrut Chairman MK Amir
Pereiz was convinced. afier a
meeting with union leaders, that

MICHAL YUDELMAN

the pension seulement deprived
workers of at Jeast some of their
pension rights.

The unions” comminee includes
the Israel Aircraft Industries, high
school teachers, TAAS-Israel
Industries, El Al, the Airport
Authority, Bezeq. Oil Refineries.
IDF civilian employees. the
\Weizman Institute, the technical
engineers and technicians in the
nuclear rescarch center and Egged
employees.

The unions' representatives yes-
terday took pari in a stormy meet-
ing of the Knesset sub-committee
for pension affairs, headed by
Ya'akov Yishai. MKs Yishai,
Ra'anan Cohen, Yossi Elul and
Avi Yehezkel all agreed with the
unions” demands and biasted the
Treasury for cutting down pension
rights accumulated in decades of
hard work.

“It is unthinkable that after 10,

or 15 or 20 years of work and sav-
ing, the govemment should come
and say. excuse me. the product
we promised and that you have
paid for is not what you're going
to get.” said Shosh Oren, head of
the high school teachers” union at
the meeting.

The pension sertlement was for-
mulated by former Histadmt
Chairman Haim Ramon and the
Finance Ministry last year
However, the unions discovered
that the Treasury then changed the
original settlement, sharply dam-
aging the workers® pension rights.

One change concems the wages
serving as a basis for the pension
allocation. The Treasury decided
that instead of the worker™s last
wage, the pension will be calcu-
lated on the average of the fasi
three years’ wages, which drasti-
cally reduces ihe pension basis.
Other changes cut down the pen-
sion rights of new workers joining
the pension funds.

¢ Authorities share blame for
Druse woman’s murder’

OFFICIALS at the Defense for
Children Rights” Center in Haifa
yesterday charged that the
authorities were partly to blame
for the death of Nuseira Muadi.
who was killed by her brother on
Saturday night.

Police discovered the body of
Muadi. 20. lying in an olive
grove close to her home village
of Yirka, her skull smashed by a
Jarge rock. Her brother, Radwan.
was found hanging from a ree a
few hundred meters away.

On Saturday night. Radwan
had gone to Safed College,
where Nuseira was studying
communications, and forced her
to leave with him.

Center director Pamela Butter
demanded that the authorities 1o
do more to prevent such sense-
less deaths.

“Nuseira wasn't killed because
of family honor,” said Butter,
adding that her brothers had
been angry with her for pressing
charges against her abusive
father. “Our police and all the
authorities involved are not
trained to do the job properly.”.

Muadi went to the center two
moaths -ago after. being referred
by a psychiatrist who had treated
her and suggested she seek
advice.

~$he was a walking nightmare.
who had been subjected to con-

MARGOT DUDKEVITCH

tinuai abuse throughout her
childhood, ** said Buner. “She
had been stabbed with scissors
and knives, woken up in the
middle of the night and beaten.”

According to Butter. Muadi
and her younger sisters were
beaten not only by her father,
but by her brothers and mather.

Muadi had been hospitalized
several fimes with broken bones.
“There was a conspiracy of
silence in the village™” said
Buster. “Nuseira’s main concern
was for her two younger sisters,
who lived at home.”

Muadi insisted that her com-
plaint concerning her father,
Samir, be registered anony-
mously because she was fright-
ened.

“The police ignored her
request for anonymity and went
to her Yirka home 1o question
the sisters,” said Butter. Ten
days after the complaint was
registered, her father was arrest-
ed.

Immediately afterwards.
Muadi’s brothers began pressing
her -to withdraw -the charges,
threatening to kill her if she
refused. “Several times they
forced her to accompany them
and I would get frantic calls
from her roommate telling me

Nuseira had been Kkidnapped.”
said Butter.

According to Bunter. the broth-
ers forced her to go to the police
to withdraw the charges. When
Muadi explained her plight, the
police laughed ot her.

After Samir Muadi was arrest-
ed, the center wrole letters (o
Labor and Social Affairs
Minister Ora Namir, Justice
Minister David Liba’i, and the
different police officers who
were handling the complaint.
informing them of the situation
and asking for their intervention.

“WWe were constantly told by
the local social workers and
Yirka regional council members
to lay off the case and leave
things alone. said Burter.

Labor and Social Affairs
Minisiry spokesman Zvi Timor
said yesterday that as sQon as
Namir received the letter relat-
ing to Masara’s plight, she ook
action.

“The following day. Namir
contacted all the local welfare
anthorities, as well as the
regional council- heads, and
demanded they iatzrvene ang do
everything possible, to help the
woman.”

Timor added that several times
the authorities had offered
Nuseira shelter or an adopied
family. but she refused.

Biggest Canada mission

THE largest ever Canadian mis-
siop to Israel - “[1996 Mission
3000” of the United Israel Appeal
of Canadz — is due here today.
Two jurbo jets will bring 1,200

Fire and Rescue Commission
gets additional NIS 50 million

EVELYN GORDON

THE Treasury added NIS 50 million to the Fire and Rescue
Commission’s budget following the Jerusalem Corridor fire last July.
Interior Minister Haim Ramon told the Knesset State Control
Committee yesterday.

Ramon said some NIS 20 million will be used to purchase new
equipment, while another NIS 20 million will be used to increase
manpower. Currently, Ramon said, the country has some 1,000 fire-
fighters, but needs at least another 1.000 — particularly since some of
the iurrem complement are teo oid to handle the necessary physical
work.

State Comptroller Miriam Ben-Porat blasted the government’s

donors aged 20 to 85, 60 percent
for the first time, including fami-
lies, couples and singles.

During the eight-day mission.
the visitors will view the grave of
Yizhak Rabin and be addressed
by Prime Minister Shimon Peres
and Jerusalem Mayor Ehud
Olmert.

The opening event will take
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An RAFbea K.mg helicopter lowers a salvage worker onto the deck of the crippled tanker ‘Sea Empress’ off the Welsh coast yes-’
terday. Aircraft sparyved chemicals on a two-mile-long slick in an effort to keep the oil from reaching islands which are gmong

Europe's most imporant bird sanctuaries.

Salvage team tries to anchor
grounded oil tanker

MILFORD HAVEN. Wales (Reuter)
member salvage team was airfified onpto the
grounded oil tanker Sea Empress at first [ight
yesterday and will attempt to secure the ship to
the scabed before uying to wunsfer its cargo.

officials said.

The vessel has 50 far spilled some 400 tonnes
of light crude il onte a coastline reputed for its
wildlife. and experts are fighting to avoid an

environmental disaster.

Qit stilt trickled from the stemn of the
Liberian-registered tanker. which ran aground
on Thursday off the south Wales coast carrying

130,000 tonnes of ail.

Three uircraft were spraying the six-km

brown and biack oil slick.

Coasteuards suid a putch of heavy oif was
filling a nearby hay but the worst of the spill

appeared to have been contained.

~The next big hundle is 1o secure the vessel
firmhy ~ actually physically moor her 1o the sea
thed) using a number of anchors.”™ Joe Smali,
head of the marine Pollution Control Unit, said.

- A2

transferring its cargo.

The work is expected to take two days,
depending on weather conditions, and salvage
officials hope to start moving a smaller tanker
alongside by midweek. Weather forecasters
said the gales were likely to continue until this

evening.

Peter Cooney,

Anchoring the ship to the seabed will enable
the salvage team to bring the vessel, which has no
been lying on its side with its deck barteped by
huge waves, back onto an even keel before

Rough seas and gales forced a salvage team
off the ship and the ship survived the stormy
night with two tugs holding it in place.
managing director of

s

fEﬂlﬂ'l

because this is a 140.000-tonue vessel that bas

PI'DPIJ.IS.IDI'.I. .
The Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty 10 Animals has launched an operation

{o save as many sea-birds, dolphing and seals as

many as

possible from the oil.

Conservationists say the area is home o as
100,000 birds. Rere red-throated -
divers and guillemots have already been fourid
coated with oil.

“At the moment the siuation seems naot to be

Acomarit. which operated the Sea Empress,

said salvagers were working in extreme condi-
tions. “You must understand that you are under
sigmilicant forces here — the sea, the wind and
the weather and indeed the tide,” Cooney said.
“The game plan is to control the ship as much
us is practically possible. The ship to a very
large extent will control her own destiny

too serious...but it doesn’t necessarily mean
that that won’t change for the worse tomorrow
or the next day.” Louise Tickle of The Royal
Somety for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)

The RSPB said it was worried about govern-
moent policies on prevention of oil spills.

“It is of great concern to the RSPB that gov-
emment appears to be courting disaster by per-
mitting oil and gas exploration in highly sensi-
tive marine and coastal areas around Britain,”
said Philip Rothwell, head of policy operations.

Russian troops set to’

L (L
MOSCO\\ iReuterl ~ Russia’™s
op military commander in the
North Caucasus vowed yesterday
to wipe out by the end of the day
a4 group of separatist rebels
hesiesed by Russian troops for
three days in a illage in
Chechnya.

Generad Anately Kvashain,
yusied by ftar-Tass news agency,
said federal Torees were in com-
plete cantrol of the situation
around Novegrozoensky. a rebel
stronchold abowt 60 km cast of
Chechmya's cupital Grozny.

“By the end of the Jday the fed-
eral forees blockading a group of
rehels i the  village of
Novogroznenshy - will end an
uperation to climinate them.” Tass
duated Ksashoin as saving at a
meeting in Grozny of the region’s
Muoscow -instailad 2overnment.

Citirens near Nenograzoensky

o

told local reporters Russian
artilery and helicopter gunships
had aftacked the sctilement and
the netghboring village of Bochi-
Yurt. but this could not immedi-
ately be confirmed.

Kvashnin. who commands
Russia’s Nurth Caucasus military
Jistrict, said civillany had been
allowed to leave Novogroznensky
through corridors left by the
Russian troops and only separatist
fighners remained there,

Exrlier yesterday Interfax news
agency said Russian forces had
rapped up to 1.000 rebels in the
settlement but were unable to
advance on them because of
heavy fog.

In a separate ceport. Imerfax
said Russian troops had killed or
wnounded 30 rebel suerrillas in the
last 24 haurs when they tred to
break out of Novogroznensky.
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The Russ:nn {riterior muusl:ry
quoted by Tass, said one Russian
serviceman was wounded yester-
day near the village when rebels
opened fire with grenade-launch-
ers and other weapons.

Rebel commander-in-chief
Aslan Maskhadov has been based
in Novogroznensky, a settlement
of several thousand people. in
recent weeks,

Chechen field commanders
Shamil Basayev and Salman
Raduyev were also there in
January for the release of more
than 40 hostages seized by rebels
whe escaped after a raid on neigh-
boritig Dagestan.

The rebels are still holding
scores of other hostages they want
to swap for Chechens taken pris-
oner by Russian forces.

Russia sent troops into
Chechaya in December 1994 to
crush a three-year independence
bid led by Dzhokhar Dudayev.
Tens of thousands of people have
been killed, but separatists still
control Jarge areas of the region.

Russian President Boris Yeltsin
is working on a peace initiative lo
try to end the wapopular conflict
before a June 16 presidential elec-
tion in which he will seek a sec-
ond term.

n stronghold:

A special commission set up
under Prime Minister Viktor
Chemomyrdin submitted its pro~
posals to Nationalities Minister
Vyacheslav Mikhailov yesterday,
Tass said.

The commission’s conclusions
are to bec presented to Yeltsin
before a February 28 meeting of
the policy-making Security
Council inper circle of top offi-

cials. Interfax said the proposals-

would be handed over within two
days.

Yelisin's efforts to subdue the
separatists by force have been
widely criticized as ill-consig-
ered. brutal and teept.

In the past three months,
Russian troops have allowed
rebels te escape from too
besieged seulements — Gudermes
in  eastern Chechnya and
Pervamaiskoye in the neighboring
Dagestan region.

Tass said peace talks in Grozny
between local officials and village
leaders from Novogroznensky
had broken down.0

“The result here has beem nil:
We have (o start from scratch,”

the agency quoted Doku
Zavgayev, head of the Moscow-
installed Chechen government, as
saying.

NATO acts sw1ftly

ymdaym

facuonsmmlksonammr--
catier. - T

. was vital o the peace process, as.

. the finer— bt essential - demlsof
military and.-civilian agreements’
are thrashed out in a complex
seties of meetings.

. The . axrest, . and dﬁbortai‘mn a

. week ago, 6f the two officers from,_
Sargjevo to the UN war crimes ixi--
bonat in The Hagne wes one of itie
cridcal issues threatening the -

bard-crafted Dayton peace accord

that led 10 the weekuds shoet--

notice Rome talks. T

Atdusummrt.ﬂxeprestdanﬁsof_
Bosnia, Croatia and: - Serbia
patched up some dif-,
ferences, agreeing to resume al-
party talks, to suspend UN sanc-
tions on-Bosnian Serbs, 10 work to
ease tensions io Sarajevo and the
divided town of Mostar z2nd adopt
apohcyonwarcnmesandpnson

- ANGUS MACSWAN
- SARAJEVO -

said -US.: envoy- Richard
Holbrooks, “architect of the pact
“which, ended.Bosmas 43 momhs‘

A Joint ‘Militacy. Commlén'unf' of conflict.
meeting hosted by S Admiral;
Leighton Smith, cummander of

Force (IEOR), was the first co~
tact since the Bosniati Serbs sev=
ered ‘ties with.NATO over.the
- arrest-last mopth of . two..seaicy.

Askedtaattendthemeeﬂng
with Smith on- the -USS. George

. 'Washington were Bosnian' govern-
ment army chief General Rasun

" Delic, his ally, . Major-General

-Zavko Bud:m;rofﬂ\e&ualanny .
e

- Serb- army . and Bmh:
_Litutenant-General Michael
- "Walker, Rﬁ;mmn:hr of NATO's
"Eusope Rapid Reastion Corps..

“This is another step .in IFOR’s

eﬂ"otts to “continiie - contacts

aﬂpamwanduuldcun- -

- fidence in the interest. of ensudng
- the contipued: successfinl imple-
mentation. of ; the.. General
Framework Agreement (peace’
“accopd).” a NATO - slatement-
issued in Sargjevo said. .

The summit began with Bosm.'m
President - Alija - Izetbegowc
Croatian _ :President - Franjo
“Tudjman dnd" Serbian President.
Slobodan = Milosevic  shaking
- hands in a gesture of conciliation,
Tt ended with their joint pledge to
implement Dayton to the letter.

Susanna Agpelli, foreign minis-
ter of taly which hosted the two-
‘day meeting as Buropean Uaion
pms:dent. sa:d it had been “a race

to bmld on Rome summlt

NATO acted Swiftly
birild on’'the Rome summit which -~
rescued the Bosnia peace aochrd -
from the brink oft::uapse:.camng ) “lnRomewchaveavmdedam-
nuhhr_ylndersofﬂwformawu_- sis,”

" ‘against time™ because of tensmm
"in Bosnia.

Milpgevic won 2 promise from
the United States. that- it would

agree {0-MOVeS towards susp:na- '

ing- UN sanctions against ‘the

-'anuianSerbsaslongﬂSNATo

- .commanders-in' Bosnia are satis-
. fied that Serb forces are aomply-
ing-with Da;

mm%dems re:mted a
pledge to.cooperate with the inter
nalional - Wandm tribupal in
The Hague agreed
suspects -already indicted by the
" tifbual -shonld bearrested, .

- They said. the reunrﬁcanon uf
Smevoshould be carried out-on
“schedule, -with ‘the handover. of
. five Serb-held subwsbs o the
Croat-Moslem fedemnon to be
_carmpletéd by March 20.

- The interpations! commumtys
High. Representahve for . Bosnia,
Carl Bildr, said it was viwl for
. Serbs to remaie in the Bosman
cap;taL

Bosma.n Serbs fear l.ha:. When-

*their former foes take over certain
-areas of Sarajevo, they will be
subject to revenge ‘attacks for the
3-12-year siege and shelling
‘which the mainlyMoslem govern-
ment says killed 10,000 people
andwunded-‘io-ﬂﬂﬂ-

- The leaders veaffumed their
“strong commitment”™ to- imple-
menting Bosnia’s Moslem-Croat
federation, a keystone of Dayton

10 counter-balance the powerful:

. Bosnian Serbs. - {Reuter)

Carmval Rio bursts into dance

RIO DE JANEIRO (Reutet) — Rio
de Janeiro's camnival . headed
toward its climax on Sunday night
and into the early hours yesterday
as the first of the thousands-strong
“Special” samba schools burst
into an orgy of colour. flesh and
music.

Giant floats, dancing girls
whose feathers and tangas left lit-
tle to the imagination and endless
streams of ‘revellers in costumes

paraded down Rio’s Sambadrome .

to the heart-throbbing beat of
samba music.

The acrid smell of fireworks
hung in the tropical air as Rio's
four-day feast of extravaganza and
excess cillminated in the first of
two dusk-till-dawn nights of com-
petition between the wop ranked
samba groups. -

In the streets outside, thousands
?:k people dressed op, or down, to

e
by ety Bbwing AL T
mé‘sph‘f&?éuhol |llm.n.ul_s-n

“Tonight is the timé for a mega-
salad of rythmn and noise,” blared

theOG!abonewspa

per.
“Carnival is all aboul‘. baving"
fum,” said Qswaldo Jardim, ariis- -

tic' director of the Mangueira
school, which was to try and
delight Sambadrome aundiences
last night with. what promised to
be one of their most spectacular
sights. .

Rio had to shike off the biues

from heavy flooding the previous
weekend in which at least 60 peo-
ple died to -get down to what
Brazilians .call the *“World's
Greatest Party”™.
. ‘The pre-Lenten kicked
off gently on Friday night with the
lowest grade samba troupes from
the poorest slums. worst hit by the
torrential rains.

On Samirday night it was the turn
of the higher “A” grade schools.

But the feast of excess that takes
over Brazil's tourist capital .every
Camival ~only * really “began- for
many Sunday might and yesterday
with' the gpécial :schoels;- whose
budgets start at $800.000 and run
into millions.

. Cardival
Salgueira school’s 4.500-strong_

Anmchxsrs yes, bur not all of
"us,” was the title of the paradeby
.one of the favourites to capture the
1996 crowa, the

troupe.

“Not better, not worse, just adif-
ferent kind of school,” read the T-
shirts of Salgueiro aficionados as
the stands of the Sambadrome
burst into a sea of red andwhite
Salgueiro flags.

The school members. danced
their hearts out, cblivious to their
stifling costummes. Floats toweriug
up to 8 meters in height trembled
as their passengers throbbed to the
tnusic. .

Organisers said they expected
70,000 people to cram into the
Sambadrome. Millions more
would . watch the televised all-

night processions from the com-

fort of their armchairs. .
iL0kal néwspapefs r&:poi:ed lhaL
the.: festivities represemted- .a

mernover of $1 billior for Rio de
Janeiro in beer and whisky sales
and hotel bookings.

Poll: Britons increasingly desert royal family

LONDON (Reuter) —

Charles, the heir to the throne.

But npow, wom down by a succession of scanda.ls.
Britons increasingly agree that the royal family is an
expensive luxury the country can no longer afford, an

opinicn poll said.

The MORI poll published by the Independent
newspaper said two out of three people thought
Britain would not suffer if the monarchy was abel-
ished and 42 percent thought Queen Elizabeth and
her relatives cost the covniry too much.

Only 41 percent believed Charles would make a
good king, while 40 percent thought he would be.a
bad one. As recently as 1991, 82 percent said he had

what it took to nile.

The royal family’s popularity bas been eroding
steadily. The percentage of Biitons saying thar the
country would be worse off without royalty has fall-
en from 10 50 percent in May 1992 and 40 percent in

December 1994 to 34 percent now.

The royals, tobesure,havebeenthmughsomebad
years as royal marriages fell apart amid acrimony and
titrle-tattle about extramarital ljaisons,

The security of the monarchy had seemed assured
in 1981 when Charles ma.rried shy, blonde Princess
Dinna in 2 romantic ceremony that captivated the

The Britsh public stood by
their royal family through the row over King Edward
VIT's ahdication, the divorce of Queen Elizabeth’s
sister and even the break-up of the marriage of Prince

heir was bomn.

world’s imagination. A year later. a golden-haired

But the fairy-tale image of the royal family as a
symbol of British nationhood and a shining example

of conventional morality collapsed in 1992,

.domestic upser.

Prince Andrew, the queen’s second son, split from
his boisterous wife Sarah (“Fergie™). after six years
of marriage. A few months. later pictures were pub-
lished showing Fergie frolicking topless with
financier John Bryan.

Princess Anne, the queen’s daughier, got divorced
and Charles and Diana topped off the queen’s “annus
horribilis™ by announcing they were separating.

Not since Edward VII left the throne in 1936
rather than give up Americaz divorcee Wallis
Simpson had Buckingham Palace known such

The 1978 divarce of the queen’s sister. Princess

Margaret. from photographer Lord Snowdon was
accepted with more equanimity. .

The royal institution has been rockad by more than
just marital seandal. Newspapers have questioned
whether the royals were overpaid and the queen has
finally agreed to pay tax.

Fergie's free-spending ways have provided lively
fodder for press headlines. while virtually every 1op
royal, from Charles ta his father Prince Philip, have
seen transcripis of their intimate telephone conversa-
tions plastered on the froni pages.
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only he can-umite the party, Lamar

‘Alexander scoffing at Dole ag a

weakened figure and . Pat
Buchanan saying he’s got them all |
tscﬂfcd.k rd _Re n:lﬁca:h candidases
ook their shots

Ty. .

“Senator Dole’s guys are sayina
today, “We're going -to e
ugly.” Isn’t ‘that an indictment, =
quite frankly, of what's. goimg on "

in Washington,” Buchsanan said .

on ABC teievision. _ .
w‘.‘“;lBﬂnhmu offers red
meat, Alexander. represents a
kinder, genter. Republicas . who
wants 10 send power away from .
Washington and back to states,’

cities and neighbarhoods. Wearing | -

2 red and biack plaid shirt, he has
been walking across -New -
Hampshire, playing pisnos wher-
ever he finds them, and planned 1o
complete his trek yesterday in the
coastal town of Portsmouth.
Alexander, & self-proclaimed
Washington outsider, .targeted- .
Dole too as the three elbowed for .
foom at the top with polis show-
ing them bunched topether. -
_“BobHeDole is ducking inter-
views. He's nmning negative ads.
He doesn’t bave one single idea
about how o lead us into the next
century,” the former Education
Secretary said as he made the
rounds of moming talk shows,
Dole was the only major
Republiﬁ candidate who did not
appear morning on the net-
w?rk TV talk shows, ahhongh
failed hopeful Phil. Gramm
showed up on NBC 10 tout his
weekend endorsement of Dole. . -
Dole spokesman Nelson
Warfield, speaking outside a
Rochester computer component:
plant Dole was touring, explatned,’
“We're taking our one-
on-ope directly to the voters.™

Gramm calléd Dole, “the only -

candidate that hes any chance of
bringing economic comservatives
and social conservatives together
to create a united party.” :
Bucbanan, Gramm said, wonid
only divide. 1 think his views on

- the
- edge still {0 Dole, the Senmate

trade are so radical and would be
S0 disastrous to the country tha:

. there’s no way that mainstream

economic ‘conservatives would
- In recent days, his.religious and
protectionist rhetoric has become

‘more and more strident. He

affrmed his faith in the Literal
‘ruth of the biblical account of
‘creatiom - and -dismissed

.. Darwinism as nonsense. Then at a
-rally, he spoke of “peasants with

itchforks™ the

The former presidential speech
wiitet - told- CNN ° yesterday:
“We're going -to change the
Republican Party. We’re going to
make i’ working' class. Working
class, ‘middle class folks dom't

- have any voice in Washington.”

Publisher Steve Forbes,

" badly in fourth' place, used a
sports -analogy to push his mes- -

. sage that he can’t be counted ont.
. -“T'm convinced we"11 build sup-
- poTt a5 we g0 ... it’s gonaa go into

extra innings,” Forbes told CBS.
The balloting begins ar 6 am.

today, but the GOP rivals

are Jooking beyond this first pri-

mary to the crowded nominating

calendar that will follow — and o

the ‘Nov. .5 election against

President Clinton.

- Of the eight campaigning

Republicans, late poils showed

‘top three bunched, with the

majority leader and now-shaken
front-runner. But Alexander and
Buchanan were so close behind as
to be statistically tied with him in
S0m& SUrveys.

Gramm was - the 30th

l Republican senawor to endorse

Dole, along with 24 govemors

" and assorted other party leaders.

“We. share a common objec-

" tive,” Dole said. “We want to keep

the Republican Party together. We
want to mike the Republican
Party swonger.”

Grammn said Bochanan’s cam-
paign is a refuge for racists, bur
Buchanan, a conservative televi-
sion commentator and newspaper
columnist, denied it.

First British Nazi
war crime trial opens

DORKING, England (AP) - The
magistrate in Bl'mti:'s ‘first Nazi
argnment yesterday over whether.
to try an 85-year-old retired car-
peotes on charges of murdering
Jews in World War I, ~

Dressed in a flat cap and a gray
fur coat over a blue flanne] shirt
and locking frail. Szymon
Serfomowicz, a native of Belarus,
walked slowly into Daorking
Magistrates’ Cowrt accompanied:
by his lawyer.

Serafimowicz’ denies three
charges of murdering Jews in
Belarus, then a part of the Soviet
Union keown 28 Byelorussia. A -
fourth charge was dismissed Jan.

4_ .

The hearing at the court in
Dorkipg, 340 km southwest of
London, is expected to last two
months. Most of the evidence will

remain secret, to avoid prejudic-

mgamry, .
- He 15 free on hail at his bome in-
Banstead, neardiere, : .- ..
‘An-. estimated 200,000 Jews
were kilied in Belarss during the
193945 conflict.
Survivors say Serafimowicz
was responsible for thousands of

“the deaths as the police comman-

der of the Mir district of Belarus
doring the Nazi occupation in
1941 and 1942, -

Serafimowicz came to Britain in
1947, .
. Now a British citizen, he is the
fixst person charged under
Britain’s 1991 War Crimes Act. It
authorizes prosecution of alleged
war criminals who were not
British residents at the time for
criillnﬁ not cormmitted on British
soil.
- Unlike the Unied States,
Britain will not extradite suspect-

" ed war criminals.

Kohl, Yeltsin, discuss elections

MOSCOW (AP) — President
Boris Yeltsin discussed his re-
election bid with “dear friend”
Helmut Kohl in the Kremlin yes-
terdzy and said he was worried by
the decrease of German business
interests in Ruossia.

Yeltsin said it has become
apparent that German busipess-
men are ing a wait-and-see .
anitude following the Compunist
and natiouslist victory in
December's pariamentary polls
and ahead of the presidential elec-
ton.

“German businessmen want to
wait untl =une to see the fate of
reforms. he said after & 21/2-

rivals, who are 1opped by the
Commumist Gennady Zyuganov.
Some Russiag news reports said
Kohl's visit was planned as an
endorsement of Yeltsins decision
and a boost to the incurnbent.
Asked about that at a news con-
ference, Kohl said only that he
“welcomed™ Yeltsin's step. .
Qutright Western support of
Yeltsin is not necessarily benefi-
cial to the Russian president. His
Commupist and vltranationalist
opponents accuse him of being
too Friendly with the West — at
Russia’s expense. .
. Yelisin, who has worried the
West in recent weeks by showing

hour meeting with Kohl. signs of backing away from mar-
Yeltsin anpounced  last - ket reforms, iold reporters he
Thursday that he is seeldng a sec- ~ would pot budge from the reform
ond term, and yesterday, he gave  process “one step, half a step,
Kohl a “frank” account of main  even a centimeter.” .
Rocket launches six satellites

MOSCOW (AP) — A rocket carry-
ing six satellites’ blasted off yes-
terday from Ruossia’s gorthern
Plesetsk Jaunch site. .

The launch was at 00:58 GMT._
The Cyclone-3 rocker carried
three Cosmos satellites for the
Defense Ministry - and  three
Gosets-D1 rockets ‘for civilian-
commumications use, reports said.

The Gonets-D1s are the first-in
what will be a series of.45'suel-
lites orbiting 1,500 kilometers

.above the earth. Among other
things, the satellites will transmit
electronic mail, the reports said.

Mone of the reports gave details
‘about the military satellites.

Another launch, that one from
the Batkonur Cosmodrome in
Central Asia, was also scheduled
for yesterdey, the ITAR-Tass
news agency said.

It s5aid 2 Proton-K rocket was 10
put a Rada communicaiions
satellite in orbit.

‘Report: O.J. Simpson scans Ireland

NEW YORK-— Is QJ. Simpson planning to become O'J. Simpson? _

A New York newspaper reported

that Simpsoa may be eyeing

Ireland in search of a seaside estale a5 a new home to escape media atten-

e . ,
Irish people, Simpson i more of a side show,™ said an Irish
gom offictal wbg l;anqnest;; anonymity. “He wouldn’t be hound-

3

&d here as he would be in the Staes.

Representatives for the former football star, acquitted Oct. 3 of the
mwda'soﬂxiswifemdherﬁ-iend.saidlwestgtedealmm:heCoumy
Kmyweremchingfmﬂ:enewhomc,nmnrgimgtothem_w York Post.

In addition, US federal and California officials suspect Simpson may
be trying to shelter his cash. to avoid having to setile with money if he
loses two pending wrongful-death suits, according to the Post.{Agencies)

PRI TS URE A S

The

wreckage of the No. 171 bus traveling to Kings Cross lies i The Strand on Sunday night after a suspected IRA bomber blew up the bus exploded a

mangied
bomb, possibly by accident., according to Scotland Yard detectives.

Survivor of IRA blast
may be bomber

POLICE moved in yesterday to

one of the survivors of an

blast that wrecked a London

double-decker bus, prompting spec-

ufation that at least one of the
bombers was still alive.

Oue Trish Republican Army man
was apparently killed when the
bomb went off prematurely, securi-

Thé IRA wamed Britain that it
might broaden its campaign to other
cities after three London bombs in
10 days marked a bloody end to
their 17-moath-old ceasefire.

Witnesses at & London hospital
one survivor was under armed
police guard. He has a fractured
skl and pelvis.

Police refused to comment on his
identity but an anti-terrorist source
told the Evening Standard: “We are
treating this man as one of the
bombers.”

Detectives and Iish republican
sources said they thought 1 was a
bungled bomb attack that went off

ly.
The IRA admitted responsibility
yesterday for the blast which killed
one persen and injured nine. Four
were still hospitalized yesterday.
Police believe the bomb was acci-
dentally detonated near the Waldorf
Hotel, and that the IRA's bomb car-
rier may have been among the vic-
tims. The IRA has now killed three
people in London since calling off
its 17-month cease-fire Feb. 9.
Despite demands from some
Protestant political leaders that the
government stmply Jock op sus-
pected IRA leaders, British and

News agencies
LONDON

Irish leaders persisted in efforts to
salvage something from the bai-
tered peace process in Northern
Ireland.

Londoners. meanwhile. senled in
to the familiar routine of homb
alerts. train -cancellations and
immobilized traffic.

“You have always got it in the
back of your mind that you could be
in the same street next time,” said
John Langton, who was delivering
meat yesterday near the scene of the
bombing.

*I am just carrying on as normal.
There is nothing you can do —
except hope the bombs don’t come
toyow"

Scotland Yard said there was no
warning before the explosion at
10:38 p.m. at the edge of the theater
district near Covent Garden’s popu-
lar restaurants and bars.

Commander John Grieve, head of
Scotland Yard's anti-terrorist unit,
said yesterday that the bus “was not
the intended target” although he
couldn’t sav what was.

The IRA, in a satement tele-
phoned to the BBC in Belfast
Norihern Ireland, claimed responsi-
bility. *“We can say at this stage we
regret the loss of life and injuries
which occurred,” the caller said.

The mangled and bumed wreck-
age continued 1o block waffic yes-
terday while police technicians
probed for clues. Buses carry video
cameras but it wasn't known if they
survived the blast.

Dr. David Williams, director of
Accidents and Emergencies at St.
Thoroas” Hospital where the vic-
tms were meated, confirmed yester-
day that armed puards were on dury
in the hospital. Scotland Yard
refused 1o comment on the reason.

Williams said one injured man,
Ralf Hobant of Torquay in south-
western England, suffered severe
injuries om the right side of his face
and was in critical condition. His
girlfriend, Denise Hall, 30, also was
injured.

Peter Robinson, deputy leader of
the Democratic Unionist Party, the
third-largest and  exclusively
Protestant party in Northern Ireland,
urged the govenment to simply
lock up suspected IRA leaders.

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Britain's
minister responsible for governing
Northem Ireland, said the search for
a peaceful settlement would contin-
ue despite the bombing, and he
rejected Protestant calls for the gov-
emnment fo end all contacts with the
IRA's allies in the Sinn Fein party.

“It’s perfecly clear that this
(bombing) is part of a campaign
designed to make the British gov-
emment, a demmocretic government,
comply with the wishes of terror-
ists. But of course that's going 1o
fail,” Mayhew said.

John Hume, leader of the Social
Democratic and Labor Party, which
gets most Roman Catholic voies in
Northern Ireland, met for two botrs
yesterday with British Prime
Minister John Major. Hume said

they exchanged proposals but he
gave no details.

Solidarity concedes referendum a flop

WARSAW (Reuter) — Informal estimates suggested a
tumout of less than half in Poland’s referendum on
sharing out state assets, and the Solidarity union con-
ceded yesterday that its latest challenge Lo the ruling

ex-communists had flopped.

“The general aim, renurning assets 1o the citizen,
has not been won. There was an inadequate turnout
and the povernment wili be able o carry on doing
what it wants,” Solidarity’s Mazowsze region leader

Maciej Jankowski told Revters.

By Iaw, more than half the 28 million voters had to
take part 1o uiake the government act on the vote, in
which Solidarity sought a mandate for state firms and
other assets to be distributed among citizens in the

form of free coupons.

But Polish media organisations, informally moni-
toring polling stations, put participation at about 30

1o 40 percent.

“The first referendum in democratic Poland turned
out to be a dud,” the right-leaning Zycie Warszawy
daily commented.

Solidarity’s former leader Lech Walesa called the
vole on its behalf in one of his last acts as Polish pres-
ident after losing November polls to ex-comurnunist
Aleksander Kwasniewski.

He posed a single guestion of principle designed to

challenge the ex-communist ruling party’s cautious

to the citizen?”

policy on privatising remaining state firms: “Are you
for carrying our a general transfer of (state) property

The union said the vote was a [ast chance to create

a broad property-owning class and prevent assets

being kept under state control or comered by a nar-
row glite of ex-communist managers.

Turkish Islamic political problems remain

ANKARA (AP) — A deal 10 form
a conservative government with
an anii-Western Islamic mmi'e-
ment appeared closer 10 comple-
tion yeals,terday. but major hurdles
remained, including the coali-
tion’s goals and Cabinet.
“Unfortunately we have not
been able to conclude our talks
apd announce the good hews to
our people” thal a government
has been formed, ex-Premier
Mesut Yilmaz, leader of the cen-
ter-right Motherland party, said
as he sat next to Necmettin
Erbakan, bead of the Islamic
Welfare party.
Yiimaz had predicted a govern-
ment deal would be sealed by Iast
night, which marks the end of the
Moslem boly month of Ramadan,

He told reporters yesterday
afternoon that the two leaders bad
agreed that he head the govern-
ment for 10 months, then hand
over the premiership to Erbakan,

Another Welfare figure would
be the depoty premier doring
Yilmaz's reign, a Welfare depory
told The Associated Press on con-
dition of anonymity.

He said Erbakan would lead the
govermment for the following two
years and then hand the position
back to Yilmaz for another year.
under the proposed pian.

Said FErbakan: “We have
reached the final swages in owr
efforts to form a government.”

Aher an abrupt capceilation of
the talks on Sunday, an afl-night
negotistion session seemed to

help eliminate some differences.
The two sides moved closer when
Yilmaz apparenily dropped his
demand that Motherland govern
alone initially and have the pro-
Jslamjc Welfare party join in a
coalition later.

Yilmaz told reporters that
divvying up of ministries stll had
1o be worked o Then the two
sides would begin work on a joint

program.

“If these discussions (on the
ministries) are completed by
Friday, we hope (0 start negotia-
tiops on a coalition program ...
and we hope to form a cealition
government as s00n as possible,”
Yilmaz said.

The next mecting was set for
tomormow,

(Rewery

Villages mourn as probe
begins into tunnel collapse

TOKYO (AP) — More than 120 Japanese police began yesterday inves-
tigating the highway tunnel cave-in that killed 20 people.

A newspaper and a news agency said they would look into whether
there was criminal negligence in failing to foresee the fall of a huge
boulder that smashed through the twnnel roof Feb. 10, crushing a car and
a bus inside.

Meanwhile, in the fishing village of Furubira, the home of a dozen of
the victims, fuperal services were held and students at elementary and
secondary schools observed a moment of silence to remember their dead
classmates.

Townspeople prayed and offered incense at a white~cloth-covered
altar near the tunnel.

“In Movming,” said notices posied all over town.

Tt took authorities a full week to break up the boulder with dynamite
and dig through the rubble. Workers found 19 bodies on the bus
Saturday evening and medical exariners concluded they had been
Killed almost instantly. The body of 1he car's driver had been found a
day earlier.

The government defended itself against complaints that it took too
long to dig out the bus and car and determine the victims® fate.

Chief govemment spokesman Seircku Kajiyama said the rescue effort
was carried out under difficult conditions.

“Ttis categ(})lricn.lly inappropriate to say that the work was delayed or
i . he said.

Nobuyuki Yagi, a spokesman for police on the northem isiand of
Hokkaido, site of the Toyohama Tunnel. said 122 police investigators
have been assigned to the probe. Officials refused 10 comment on the
focus of the investigation. but the newspaper Asahi and Kyodo News
service said it concerned whether the cave-in could have been predicted.

The Hokkaido Development Bureau, responsible for road mainte-
nance in the area, has said it made daily checks of the tunnel and a day
before the cave-in found nothing abnormal,

Authorities have closed the mnnel highway indefinitely.

Max Stern: Bereshith
This is the second eoflecuon of biblical composinons by Max Stem, ¢ smF an

impartant collection - ‘while based on the sources, they break out of the bocders of the
ﬂmm' dweSm P-’ i Tarlgls thg oy whid_l: célmm ms:-mdg' SonEEI:St
i IyLtasia: ic Fanlasv. Sonnel ior Orc 5 loa .
Performed br? Ashdad U’um‘n?&cheﬁm, Israel Simlonietta Beer Sheva, Wendy Eisler-Kashi
and Alan Stemheld. lerssaiem Symphony Crchestra, siring sextet and sololsts.
Tord playing ime 63 minutes.

JP Price: NIS 47, incl. VAT, and p & h in Israel

Still available: Max Stem: Ha'azinu, Biblical Compositions
JP Price: NIS 349 incl. VAT, and p & b in Israe]

Pk T
raeli Composers
The Ashdod Chamber Orchesira has recetved critical acclaim, not only for its high musical
level and the variety ol its @enoureb'l?hmglsohlm its artislic mmrrsir:;m: 0 Israeh and Jewish
music. it presents w v Hhroe comenmporary i compasers.

Yehezkel Braym - Muzmoer, Psalm for Stn
Andre: Haidy - Trual HaMeloch (ng's Fanlarer
Haim D. Zukerwar - Tehilat HaNavi {The Canticle of the Prophet)
Perfprmed by the Ashuod Chamber Cachesira, with Rov Shiloah, violin,
and Orit Orbach. clarmes, conducied by Luis Gorelik,
Tudal plaving fime 62 minutes.
JP Price: NIS 69 inct. VAT, and E& h in Israel

1 Tox Music Club, The lerasalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91000 gl
i Please send me the following CD's of Israeli music
Title Oty

"

1 Encloged is my check. payablc t& The lerustlem Prvr. o see mv credit card details
LaWVISA o ISRACARD = DINERS o aME\
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1 ﬁnl.l __Code
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: For overseas airmail, please add NIS 10 per CD.
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An avoidable tragedy

shocking traffic” accidents produce public

outrage. The usual daily death toll seems lo
be treated as part of an anfortunate but unavoid-
able routine, and the grisly accumulation of
yearly victims is accepted as nol much more
than sad statistics.

But yesterday’s tragedy near Kibbutz Lavie
was an unmitigated horror — not only because it
cost the lives of children, but because it was
eminently avoidable. In fact, it provided an
excellent example of what causes many of the
fatal accidents in this country.

First, the section of the road on which the
accident occurred is known as “‘the desth
curve.”” It is not only a sharp curve, but a steep
strip exposed 1o fierce winds. In 19935, 22 acci-
dents occurred there, causing four fatalities and
60 serious injuries.

Second, the brakes of the semitrailer which
caused the accident were faulty.

Third, the semitrailer’s 25-year-old driver,
Mohammed Salah Hammoudi, who acquired
his driver’s license five years agp, has a record
of 16 convictions on traffic violations, includ-
ing four for speeding.

None of these elements should have been
allowed to exist. The road should have been

IT is perhaps inevitable that only especially

improved before an accident ever accurred on
it; no great insight is peeded 1o tell that this kind
of curve is an invitation to havoc. That nothing
was done even after a year plagued by 22
accidents and four fatalities betrays an attitude
bordering on criminal negligence.

The semitrailer should not have been allowed
on the road with faulty brakes. That the Minis-
try of Transport does not make the inspection of
such vehicles a top priority, and that it does not
mete out severe punishments {o transgressors,
means that it is pot doing its job. It is no secret
that buses and trucks are respomsible for a
disproportionate number of fatal accidents in
Israel. The least the police and the Transport
Ministry can do is remove defective vehicles
from the country’s highways.

But the most outrageous aspect of the tragedy
is that 2 man of Hammoudi's record is aliowed
10 possess 2 driving license. in such cases it is
obviously a license to kill. As studies have
shown, the most lethal cause of road accidents
is speed. When the chronic speeder is a driver of
2 giant vehicle, bis chances of killing multiply.
There is something fundamentally, sickeningly
wrong with a court system which knowingly
invites the killing of children by allowing such
drivers access to the country’s roads.

Yeltsin bounces back

TWO months ago it seemed inconceivable
that President Boris Yelisin would run
again for office in this year’s Russian
election. Indeed, any suggestion that the frail
and tottering president might barbor any such
idea would have been put down to an indication
of a further deterioration of his facuities. Yet
last week when he flew to a rare warm wel-
come, albeit in his hometown of Yekaterinburg,
some of the Yeltsin of yore seemed 1o have
come bouncing back as he amnounced his
candidzcy.

The question remains whether the 65-year-
old Yeitsin will have the physical and political
stamina .to.stay on thergrueling course of die

election campaign, let aloske that of another four
years in‘office, shounld e ‘confound the pundits

and win. The key to his amazing resilience
seems to lie in his firm belief that nothing less
than the future of the reform movement in
Russia rests on his shoulders. It is a rekindling
of the fire that led the previously unremarkable
Yeltsin up on a tank and into the history books
when he faced down the communist coup
against Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991. In fact, he
believes be is now facing another attempted
communist coup, this time by election.
Western political experts, especially in
Washington, have been agonizing over whether
Yeitsin remains **the right man"” to depend on
in mapping out foreign policy vis a vis Russia. It
is the same agonizing which surfaces from time
to time over such countries as Algeria —namely,
is it time to dump the “*moderates’ and look to
the realism of a new generation of different
ruiers whom it might be best not to antagonize
at an early stage, as was done in Iran.
Yeltsin is trailing hopelessly in opinion polls
- often down to single digit “*approval’ during
some Chechnya crisis or other. Yet, paradoxi-

cally. if the man himself does mot last the
cowrse, it remains true that his policies of re-
form have been the right ones and will probably
outlive him. Yeltsin has charged that a win for
Communist Party leader Gennady Zyuganov
would mean **the destruction of the country.™
Zyuganov in turn soeers at Yelisin as 2 “weak
pawn of the Americans.” This is indeed good
old election thetoric, but ““election rhetoric™ is
a phrase tossed around with ease in most coun-
tries, either by opponents to discredit a candi-
date’s consistency, or by supporters to explain it
away.

The reality for the moment appears to be that
-Yeltsin’s reforms of the last fouy years have
become too deeply embedded, even in former
communists, to be dismantled easily. Even
those who have made much of Yeltsin backing
away from reform have been doing some rapid
rethinking after his ebullient performance in
Yekaterinburg. The Kommersant Daily newspa-
per, for example, said Yeltsin bad revived hopes
that he might beat off Zyuganov’s challenge in
June. The daily Nezavisimaya Gazeta also not-
ed that ““Yeltsin is portrayed as above any
parties and distanced from ideologies; he is
presenting himself as an all-national leader.”

That is far from saying he might win, but — if
Zyuganov and his followers fight democratical-
ly to gain power, and keep assurances that if
they win it they will not undermine democr:

- it would be a victory the world could live
with. Given the choice of the plodding but
basically decent Zyuganov and the extremely
dangerous Viadimir Zhirinovsky on the nation-
alist right, it is unlikely even the most hardline
American Republican would opt for the flaky
Zhirinovsky. Even jf Yeltsin loses, Russia and
the world can at least hope his legacy will be
more difficult to dismiss than the man himself.

Now you see it, now you don’t!

'LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I

NO APOLOGY CALLED FOR

Sit, ~ To my amazement [ have
found no reaction to the unbeliev-
able demand by the Palestine Au-
thority that Israel should apologize
to the Palestinians for its **behavior
towards them t history™” —
as voiced by its senior official Afif
Sa'afia and reported in your January
25 issue. To me, it is a clear indica-
tion thet there can be no meaningful
peace process with such a state of
mind, and the earlier the govern-
ment will recognize this, the mare
further damage to Israel’s interests
can be avoided.

If any apology is due, &t would be
on the part of the Arab people for
having conquered the area of Pales-
tine with the advent of Islam, allow-
ing the land to go to pot over the
centuries and treating abominably
those Jews who had mgemmed.‘ and
initiating violence war egainst
Zionisn:, wihen the Jewish peaple
started 1o return to their horaeland a
century ago. .

What Israelj behavior throughout

history does Mr. Sa’afia allude to?
How can he draw a parallel between
Germany, which liquidated millions
as a matter of policy, and Israel,
which had 1o kill Arabs in efforts to
defend itself from annihilation?
Or does Mr. Sa’afia mean that
Istact killed millions of Arabs?
Aside from the facr that of course
pothing like that happened, where
would those millions have come
from? The country was ootoriously
empty of inhabitants at the wm of

this century. Ever since the failed

1948 invasion of the new Israel
caused many Arabs ip its area to
flee, the Arab side has been talking
abcut millions of refugees. If they
are there, they could have come

one main source goly: the un-
counied thousands of Arab emi-
grants from all over the Middle East
whn were allowed 0 cross inte Pal-
estine during the British Mandate.

MAURICE A, HARTOG
Haifa, .

ISRAEL BASHING

Sir, — It makes my blood boil 1o
read criticism of Istagl which is
pased on distortions of the truth,
am referring to the comment of Ted-
dy Kollek on February 9 to the ef-
fect that Israel must bear some re-

asibility for the hatred which the
Arabs feel for Israel since our coun-
try exacerbated the sitnation *by
playing the part of the condirii
pation from 1967 tli now. :
misleading remark! Israel had the
role of “‘conqueros”” thrust upot it,
s Mr. Kollek well knows, be;-’lg
itvmsmms:lled,_yetagam:q .
to fight a defensive waf against
enemy bent on wiping it out..

it is a well-known fact, but conve-
niently jgnored by those looking for
a stick with which to beat Israel, that
as ““conqueror’’ — an emotive word,
beloved of Isracl bashers the world
over - Israel brought about remen-
dous improvements in the standard
of living of the Armbs under its con-
trol and was only prevented from
completing & housing project for the
ns because of the threats of the
PLO 10 kill Arabs who moved into
such bouses - since they would then
lose their refugee status.

Givataylm, RHONA YEMINI

ISRAEL MUSEUM

Sir, - Om a trip to Jerusalem in
January, I visited the Isracsl Muse-
um. What a wonderful surprise!
Many of the world’s large museums
have fantastic collections but few do
them justice in the way they are
preseated and interpreted. Not so at
the Tsrael Museum. The high stan-
dard of presentation of the exhibits
is a credit to the director and staff.

The energy that exudes in this
museum must surely reflect the
commitment and leadership of the
director, Dr. Weyl. It was with some
sadness, but nof without nnderr,m_nd-
ing. that subsequent to my visit, 1
read of Dir. Weyl's resignation. All
over the world, directors of large
institutions are facing demands and
expectations oa their skills and time
far beyond that which is feasible.
The requirement for Dr. Weyl to
fund-raise 80 percent of his budget
is a sad testimony 1o the value being
placed on the museum. )

Although acknowledging the
complex demands on government

financial resources, one wonld hope
that the time is near when the some-

what meager 20 percent state fund-
ing could be increasad.

Tt is said that in order for a nation
to mature and proceed into the fu-
ture, it must first kmow it5 past.
Museums are the custodians of a
nation’s history and culture. An in-
creased goverament commibment to
this fine museum could well prove
to be a sound investment for the
people of Isracl.

BOB MAYSMOR.
Director, Dowse Art Museum
Wellington, New

Shape up, or wind up

anyhuwwejmnmﬁstsm
so cynical when it comes to
assessing the future of others
and so naive when it comes lo our
own.

For one week, the future of Davar
Rishon appeared sealed The
Histadrut said it hadgt found a
buyer, and there was no point in
pouring any more money in 1o keep

would enter a partnership with a
group of investors thet would seek
to buy the daily.

Zvi Goren, a Davar Rishon
columnist, put it this way: “There
was no miracle bere, but a victory
for wisdom and the recognition that
it isn’t enough to talk about freedom
of the press; there must be concem
that there will be newspapers.™

1 hate to be a party-pooper — but
what will this group of investors see
in Davar Rishon that a previous
imvestor, Jean Friedian, missed?
Friedman was interested in buy-
ing the until he found
out that Davar had nothing except

lots of ;paychecks and a masthead.
The. readers bad long left. The .

gewspaper’sbiggstad_verhse:was

as great a supporter of the Labor-led
gommemm as any financier — or
any prospective buyer actual-
Iy being offered? Tums out little
more than a reputation, and that
doesn’t exactly promise a profit.

A reprieve always brings with it
bope. But 1 wonder bow many of
the revelers consider whether the
Histadrot’s lasi-minute bailout is
simply smart politics by Secretary-
Gegeral Amir Peretz at 2 time when
he and his colleagues face a pri-
maries battle in Labor. How do we
know the Histadrut decision wom't
be reversed after national electious
in a mere three months?

LET"S talk economics. [srael’s print
media is being dowasized. The wo
financial dailies Globes and
Telegraph are in a death grip, and so
far the former has two-thirds of the
readers and perhaps even more of
the advertisers. Telegraph, which is
traded on the stock exchange, has
more capital than most start-up
pnewspapers, but after a while even
the patient mvestor wants to cut his

STEVE RODAN

losses.

Another victim in the shrinking
print media could be the loser in the
Yediot-Ma ‘ariv batile, in which two
newspapers look alike, read alike,
and sometimes even report afike.

Both papers have Iost circulation,
and Yediot has lost isi
Ma'ariv editor and publisher Ofer
Nimrodi is in trouble up to his ears

American capitalism -
has swept in with a
vengeance
throughout Israel’s
print media

given the choice of where to put his
money — o his legal defense or to
prop up z stuggling tabloid — I
think the answer is cbvious. ¥ediof’s

Moshe Vardii has just sesigned 5. .- -
.ditor, bigt ;. his cewspaper, has ...
‘retained its market share-in civcula-

tion.

Well, that leaves two Hebrew
daities — a far cry from the nine that
little Israel had only two years ago.

Remember Al Hemishmar,

Here there is no pressure for a
government bailout: po sight of
reporters buming tires in the streets;
campaign to save an ailing newspa-
pet.

In many ways, it’s still belter here
than in America. Most major US
cities, some of them which come
close to or equal the size of Tsrael’s
popuiation, bave one newspaper. In
two-n towns. either the
publications appeal to two distinct
audiences — ope upscale and one
blue collar — or they both bieed to
death uniil one of the owners
decides it isa't worth the fight

The shrinking of the market isn’t
necessarily bad. Davar, whatever its
future portends, was 2 fine newspa-
per, but let’s face it union dues were
paying for iL. The government was

buying it, and ncbody was reading
it. It only became fmportant during
the Histadrut elections. .

As Dgvar Rishon, the new man-
agement bas 1o face hard reality. It
takes years o hulld a readership,
sometimes longer to convince
advertisers that you're worth paying
for a two-by-two. '

Remember USA Today? Tt blew
$100 million until the national

advertisers threw business its way.  confronting an Isracli soldier in
Dgvar Rishon conldn’t do more  order to enter Israeli terrhory,
than pay salaries for a few months. perhaps he bad belter just havea
What's left? The weeklies, for - glass of ‘waier and stay in Gam
one. Those in the major cities arc  until he composes himself.
hard-hitting, and often. do a better - The item gpes on: “Cne advan-
job of coverage than the dailies.  tage of the proposal would be that
Many of them started as there would be considerably less
and slowly moved to paid circuls-  fwrnover at the positions as com-
tion. That’s called natural growth, . pared to IDF. » :
Then there’s regional radio, You Is that-a bimt? Do the soldiers
won't find much news, bif yoo'E  And Palestinians need 1o be Sepa-
gt pleaty of traffic, weather, sport, ated _Decame  nexperic
music -ins. The governmment guards are me: ..
chanmel has the news. We foot the ~ If that's the problem, it makes -
bill - - more sense to improve -the
Television: Chamel Two has guacds’ training rather than give-
t tekevision and 9P 20d replace ‘them, The amay -
set the standard-for mightly enter- -~ DAY need. lots. of.we_ll—tmqed '
Yainoent: plenty of sosbs, Américan. - Eva0s JuAbe. fuffire, 6o aregeise
‘comedies” and game"'shows: (cable +* 2t 40" authority in bupifing .
television Hls in the gaps.) For bet- Ithoughtthedeuof e e
terorforwmsa,ﬂacyanqdview- mm_m_mm )
Agricultwe might be subsidized;  yeqr g 't maintain a poot of
tected; textiles are still getting band- ooy, Why else would we so dis-
swept in with a vengeance through- itary service? _
out Isreel’s print media. - That's what I thought, mnd
If you're well-capilalized, cost-  maybe Pm ot of date. -
wmwo?wm There’s talk of cutting back op
ship, you have a chance. Otherwise, srmy service. s hﬂ}e
once-plmt;lrl';].z;.;tht:ds. o i watchmen ta -
e ntlidon. 2D walchmento' -
scives. ‘We might think we'r guard our borders?- .
marter m H - . . . N N ‘:
ey more sptieasa. - We'd b the first -
Bzt if we don’t remain credible — oountryto dOlt

and that is the key to any pobfica-
tion ~ and report on our readers’
interests, then we’re ont of business.
In the end, it’s their shekel, and
we'd better remember that

Ahh, capitalism, the great leveler,

The wriler is a member of The
Jerusalem Post editorial staff. The
me:pmadmmumm'[y
those of the paper:

Profit isn’t everything |

ike the Koor concern,
Davar Rishon (called Davar
p to eight months ago) was
Histadrut-owned for  many
decades. It reflected the socialist
(some would say Bolshevik)
approach of the workers™ federa-
tion, which held that industry
should exist not only for profit,
but to serve social values — even at
the expense of profits ~ and that
there is nothing wrong with a
mobilized. “ideological™ press.
All this worked well whife both
Koor and Davar keld their own, or
the Histadrut covered their losses.
But the Histadrut's growing eco-
nomic insolvency at the end of the
1980s forced Koor to become an
industrial conglomeraie in whick
the Histadrut remained a minority
shareholder and profits becamse
tire supreme, even if nol sole dri-

ving force.
Asa 1, Davur bad dif-
ficulty following a similar pattern.

Its daily sales fell o below
20,000, and it became highly
questionable whether it could con-
tinue 10 come out, especially after
the "New Histadrut™ under the
leadership of Haim Ramon and
then Amir Peretz refused to cover
the peper's losses indefinitely.
Rarnon doesn't believe in a mobi-
lized press; Peretz cited the
Histadrut’s economic straits.

UNDER editor Ron Ben-Yishai,
one of Israel’s finest journalists,
Davar Rishor is oo longer the

SUSAN HATTIS ROLEF

stofly old Bolshevik Davar of the
*50s. At the same time, it is very
unlike its only Hebrew dajly com-
petitor, Ha'aretz.

As one who reads both papers
every morning, [ find Davar
Rishon less pompous and elitist,
and a little more humane. As
regards straight reporting the two
papers are similar, but Davar
Rishon is more concise, continu-

The case for
publicly financed
quality newspapers

ing to reflect a social conscience
and a concern for low-salaried
workers (of whom there are stli
several million in this country)
that Ha'aretz , with its laissez-
faire approach, seems towlly to
lack.
The peper also has some first-
class reporters (my favorites are
political reporters Amir Neumap
and Daniel Ben-Simon, and
Mideast correspondenit Dan
Avidan), as well as some fine old-
timers who would be like fish out
of water at another paper.
Laissez-faire advocates would
argue that if the public is willing
1o suppoti just one serious

Hebrew-language daily, then that
is all it should have. 'I!hey would
addthatﬂ:isisthcageofpﬁvam.
ly owned papers, whose right to

e:dstismusmedbyhowmany_..

copies they sell, and that there is
00 room in an enlj couniry -
for pubhcly owned papers, aven
quality ones.

But what with the tria} of
Ma'ariv  owner Ofer Nimrodi ,

the ugly personal wars of the

Moses family {owners of Yedior
Aharonot) and the fate of Rabert
Mazwell
owner of
eral years agp), there is
to be said for publi
bewspapers. The only

whethertheyshouldéonﬁnne’l‘;"

ihey cannot show a profit after
m}!l::tﬁngoﬁaﬂthefa:. - .
as no one in the eplighte
““!"ﬂd'im_:-sticmtiu:xmclmsull::n-f‘CI
dize national theaters or opera

companies, a st case can be

made for public Snancing g‘ofqual_._ _

ity papers, as long as they areq’

wastefully run, s

Aqmﬁngpahomwhmﬁ'

who almost became .
Jerusalem Post sev- _

y owned

- Meiiybe that probietn, afis o
 the one noniliney et o
the: border are supposed 4o st

—sor Hired

help

*m not sure what the problem
is, but I think the solution Is

soldiers away from a feeming 2nd-
they would oaly risk provocation

— but 7f you can't pis 2 soldier o

your border, where can you put
one? . .
If a Palestinian VIP is upset af

enjoyment from serving — Sl

toting htbags - and the govern- ..

ment’s pretty confident no major
agtacks arve pending. The main
.tth‘::tf:logqaytodayisinﬁlm-'l

and if we can pay a :
nywstoptlmnform m

MAYBE the .real problem the -
paid watchmen are supposed to

us for. move comfortable lividg,
But it’s still a bad idea: Financial -

priepes good only: for quantifi-

How are-you going to measare -
. the level ofy%t(lndar apri- ..

vate Girm
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

7

Tammy ‘96

on one disc

- TIRZAH AGASS]

_ than

N A e e

“of 08" Juit a Slob'- T who Bk sin

€ QLN /het if Godwas one .- Alone™ 1o 4 Lisa Marie Presley

-- V. like one of us/ Jost'

a siranger on 8 buy Trying 1o

make his way home?": wonders

-~ Meanwhile boy zroup Ali4-

. One $ings a '50s retro “I Can

Lové You Like That" and Alanis

JounOsmmem“Oger.Us."hu.‘ ~-Moriseite coumters their sweet

oftbeat, standout si

in the collection ?35? e
voiced Osboime is . the only artist
on the album to be nominated in
all three categories e ited:

. Dothings  with
A d IG — ',.. b]. P A
Nominees (NMC). The sleepyz . i = der

preserited:
Record of the Year, Song of the .

Year, and Best New Artist.

She is thus pitted agai

ll --l' -0

“You . Oughia

that “befl bath no fury ‘Jike a
-Woman scomed.”
- For.Best New &!ti_ét Osborne

-ahd ‘M are joined in the
OI-IISpOke N WOman depaxl:n'le.n: b
" Shania Twain whose The %many

I Me" i3 alsc’ unknown i Israel,

Carey, Michael " Jacksom. and™ ' On “Any Man .Of Mine™ Twain

Brandy. a heretical, white fringe
rocker competing against” black
ardsts so niddie-of-the-road that
they seem to have become. the

* voice of the silent majority Relish . -

mied by country .ﬁddles:

-spels-out the New World Order

“Any wman of mine berter be prond
of me/ Even when I"'m muddy sill
better love me/ I can be late for a

is not_yet being. promoted in - - ‘date, that’s fine/ But he better be

Israel, is the only white coatender
in the Best Record Category.

Mariah Carey, whose predictable -

Daydream (NMC) is represented

by the catchy, sentimental “One

w Sweet Day™ sung in perfect har-

mony with Boyz 11 Mep, seems

lo represent the Amer-1-Can, way. .
Meanwhile rapper . Coolig's
“Gangsta’s Paradise” from the

on ime.” :

‘Meanwhile teenage Brandy's .

eponymous debit (Hed Arz) is

‘represented, by the smoothly
. duced, . totally qnnthmate:ii!l:g-

“Baby.”
The oply white males on the

' eitire -album ase. the soft-rock

. ‘musicians backing the lead singer

of ‘Hootie & The Blowfish, 2

soundtrack to Dangerous Minds . black man who weirs his baseball
- cap with jis. visor forward in a

(Hed Arzi), with its Stevie
Wonder sample and strident vio-
lins, 15 a powerful statement about

Colin Powellesque, armed forces
veteran manner and sounds pleas-

the lives of those for whom the- -antly’color-free ‘as he sings “Let

royal crock. : )

Coalio, by the “way, is fodbm
Britain, as i3 "Seal, whose
Elizabethan madrigal “Kiss From
A Rose” represents his epoay--
mous second afbum. - . - -

The fifth contender, Atlants gir]
group TLC's lovely, beat-driven
“Wazerfalls” - from
Crazy$exyCool {Hed Arzi) is also
& cautionary tale about sorviving
the mean streejs. ;

For Song of the Year Osbome
and Seal are joined by Michael
Jackson singing “You Are Not

Her Coy™ from Cracked Rear
View (Hed Arzi).

; kasperated, compassion-
ate song by a man who loves a

. woman who insists on leading,

- she's going.

bur doesn’t seem to know where

Whar do these choices by the
muysic establishment of the
world's only -great superpower

- reflect about the values of 19967

Your guess is as good as mine.
But Tl bet that somewhere up
white male heaven Bing Croshy is

. glad that he's not around to deal

Atlanta-based girl group TLC is up for a major award with ‘Wate

Theater turned
spectator sport

HELEN KAYE

ut with dull old Audience

Participation. In with

sexy Inieractive Theater.
i Pssi! thing, different
name.}

Playwright/director Dr. Dan
Ronen doesn "t want the audience
sitting in its seats in the dark,
passive as cabbages. instead they
should be active and involved,
like those in Shakespeare’s time.

“Audiences then were very
active,” says Ronen. “The asides
in Shakespeare’s plays were
probably answers to shouts from
the audience on the stage and in
the pit, and then somebody sub-
sequently wrote them into the
prompt script.” .

It was the famons 18th-century
actor/manager David Garrick
*“who threw the audience off the
stage because they bothered
him,” Ronen continues, and it's
been downhill ever since, “espe-
cially since [the invemiion of]
TV, which does everything [for
youl, even laugh.”

He did his doctorate on the
experimental theater movements
of the Sixties. one of whose aims
was audience participation, but
their efforts “had exactly the
opposite effect because they
tried 10 turn their audience into
actors. What I'm trying to do is
expand the audience’s role as a

same

spectator.™
And the more the merrier. His
comedy whodunir, Rash

Meshuga (the US dtie is Sheqr
Madness), has spectators choos-
ing which of four possible sus-
pects is the murderer.

In the political satire Miss
Israel. (written with Ephraim
Sidon), the audience must elect

one of six (male) candidates to .

the title.

This means the plays, respec-
tively, have four and six different
endings, depending on which the
audience chooses.

The temporarily titled Open

Minds, which Ronen is still writ-
ing, is his most ambitious yet,
because the audience will have
1o make a choice about every 10
minutes.

it will 1o have to choose not
only who the leading character
(of four) will be, what kind of
play (drama, tragedy. comedy or
melodrama) they'll see, but also
the play’s deveiopment will
depend on i1s choices.

Each play. contends Ronen,
develops the audience a litlle
more, but without scaring it off.
And andiences respond,

The 1990 Cameri production
of Rosh Meshuga ran for 350
performances. Ronen, who owns
the Israeli rights, has just revived
it in a commercial producrion
with a new cast.

Miss fsrael at the Jerusalem
Khan is going strong, and his
improvisatonal Theater Games
are as popular today as when he
started them at Tel Aviv Tzavia
in 1969.

The audience™s favorite in that
one, Ronen says, is “Who Am L™
in which the actress (Ronen’s
wife Etty Shiloni), leaves the
stage.

The audience creates a charac-
ter aod a script for her “that’s a
dozen times more lurid and
imaginative than the scriptwrit-
ers of Ramar Aviv Gimmel ever
dreamed up.”

He wants 1o creale an
Interactive Center for the Arts
whare all the performing arts
will create with audience partici-
pation in mind.

Meanwhile the first-ever
Interactive Arts Festival is
scheduled for the end of May.
The program includes dance,
jazz, theater games. and even an
interactive opera.

And interactive Shakespeare?
Certainly. Ronen says stoutly,
but the audience has to be ready
for it and it’s not quite there yet.

Immigrant

hen Marina Levitt's
mother broke the news -
to her 19-year-old . child I recall 1 had a subscription

daughter that the family was .

emigrating from their native -

Lvov to-Israel, ‘Marina wiis-less

thrilled:r & -

i

ern Ukraipe. ;‘?[..vovwasareally
Western city, cilture wise. As a

to a lectare series in the mugeum,
where I learned much about art. I

lesg-ureally Joved Evoy., In~school.
togs Ds ahere T -studied piano and. ‘cons

“ cried a-lot,” the ‘succesiful™ " ncting and then moved on to a

opera singer now reminisces in
fluent, slang-filled Hebrew. “It

was sort of jropic. My mother -

told me that we are moving for
the benefit of my future, but I
was happy, 1 really did got want
lo leave.” Being initially settled
in a caravan in the depressed

southern development town of -

Ofakim didn't help matters.
Levitt had enjoyed the cultural
riches of her birthplace in west-

"music conpservatory, where [

began studying voice. I graduat-
ed.cum laude and was accepted
to .the famouns Gnessin Institute
in'Moscow. I thought my future
was really bright, and then I real-
ized: 1 must leave -all this
bebind.” . i

She adds that as & Jew it was
not easy to get accepted into the
conservatory. “But opce § was in,
1 was treated excellently.”

Levitt’'s lTuck here changed
when she eatered the Rubin
Music Academy at the Tel Aviv
University, studying  with
Natanya Dovrat and Rafael Arie.

. “From the time ] was- [0 yéars®
old T knéw-1. wanted to be an,

" opera ‘singes” Now I really felt 5t

was starting to happen.”

Throughout her studies at the
academy, Levitt performed with
various local music ensembies,
including the Rinat National
Choir, where she was a soloist
for three years.

Upon gradoating, she went to
New York, without benefit of a
scholarship.

“T lived there with friends,
took private lessons, and then 1

MICHAEL AJZENSTADT

was toid I could apply to study in
Indiana

-+ "Within two weeks I was liv- -
" ing in' Blopmington and studying. -:

-at the Upiversity of Indiana.™ -

For three years Levin studied
voice with Virginia Zeani, and in
her final year had staned to work
in the Virginia Opera.

Now Levitt makes her home in
Istael, which doesn’t always
give her a booking advantage. It
makes me angry that local
orchestras tend to prefer foreign
singers to I[sraelis. But I can’t
complain. 1 have sung with most
orchestras in Israel and have per-

formed numerous roles with the
New Isracli Opera.”

In fact. the nine roles she has
sung with the New Israeli Opera
since her 1989 debut as Mimj in

- La Boheme. make her one of the
'most fregnent performers with

“the dompany.

She has traveled abroad less
since the birth seven months ago
of her son Eli (pronounced Ilay}.
“] sang when [ was pregnant, but
T don’t think it’s wise to do audi-
tions when you are eight months
pregnant. Everyone told me that
after the pregnancy my voice
would change. that it wounld
become darker, I was told that
pregnancy does wonders for the
voice, bui it did nothing for

‘opera singer takes caravan route to

mine.”

It was during the pregnancy
that she made her New York
debut singing the lead role in
Rimsky-Korsakov's The Tsar's
Bride with the Opera Orchestra
of New York at Carnegie Hall.
During that performance she
shared the stage with another
Israeli. mezzo-soprano Susanna
Poretsky.

“We are both from Lvov, bui [
never met her there. However, it
turned out that I went to school
with Susanna’s husband and 1
also knew her brother very
well.”

Now these two Lvov-born
singers will reunite once again
on the concert stage, singing

SUCCESS

Vivaldi's Gloriz and Rossini’s
Stabar Mater with the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra under
Mendi Rodan this Sunday and
Tuesday.

After the IPO dates she will
sing in. Mendelssohn’s A
Midsummeér Night's Dieam in a
special gala concert with the
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra
on March 3 before traveling to
Ireland to sing Pamina in The
Muagic Flute.

In between stage roles she
enjoys most playing mom. “Eli
is the greatest joy of my life. I’s
something that I wanted for so
long. And I can tell he really
loves music. The first thing he
smiled to was music.”

Old made

hat really made this
second concert of.the
Pitisburgh Sympbony-

with Lorin Maazel 50 exciting
was neither the virtwosity of the
orchestra nor the brilliance of its
brass secrion, :

almost terned the performance of
the two main items, . both- old
warhorses —-the Sibelius violin
concero and the “Broica” — into
first performances. It is a pity
that Morton Gould’s Classical

Variations on Colonial Themes. .

proved such a miserable curtain-
raiser. L.
Sibelius’s violin concerto is

actually a symphony for violin .
and orghestra and Maazel treated -

it exactly as Sibelius probably_

imagined it - . _

The soloisf, Julian Rachlin,
collaborated joyfully with the
conductor and probably shared
Maazel’s conception. Maazel
allowed young Rachiin to-dis-

play in full his restrained, noble: -

and eleganmt solo line, bringing
our the grandeur of orchestral
statements, not as some kind of
accompanitaent but.as sovereign.
orchestral defiberations. - .

Maazel integrated r.h;h- wo
parts into the besic symphonic
idea which lies at the heart of the
whole composition. And, 1o a

CONCERT ROUNDUP

acrobatics.

The “Eroica” was even more
interesting.

The *“allegro com brio,” on

Rather. it was M Ps inter~ . which-most conductors put great
pretative * originality which - oo™ o0

emphasis, emerged in Maazel’s
slightly zaloof,
mechanical and a litde too quick.
_ But, though lacking some of
the strength you expect from the
first movement of the “Eroica,”
it seemed, with the beginning of
the-“adagio assai” funeral march,
to reveal Maazel's grand design.

In Maazel's interpretation, the
fimeral march was the sympho-
ny’s first peak, ome which
assumed mighty climaxes and in
which Maazel reached heights of
perfection and . beauty. Then

.again, in the “scherzo™ there

seemed a lull in temsion, a
‘breathing . space, which led us,

refreshed, to the last movement.

: -The'last moveiment became the
crowning:peak and implemented

.in fiill- Beethoven's poetic idea:

- intellectual heroism as the uiti-

_-mate and most spiritual form of

- herpism, as personified by

Prometheus.. .
“The ‘movement swelled and

" swelled, radiating finally in 2

Paganini’ encote, Rachlip dis--
played fireworks and virtudso -

_blinding light. .

" -Mann Auditorium, Tel Aviv,

-February 14 - -
LT Benjamin Bar-Am

THE Piusburgh Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by Lorin
Mazazel, opened its towr with the
jocal premiere of Arf Ben-
Shabrai’s Magrephah, named after
a musical instrument from the time
of the Second Temple. Nobody
knows how the instrument sound-
ed, so the composer's imagination
is at hibexty to run wild.

And an imaginative work it is,
especially in its abundant clash-
ing and blending sonorities and
varying tone colors, growing out
of one long, drawn-out single
tone to which it evenwmally
returns after many unpredictable
developments, thus closing an
eventful circle.

Everything about this orchestra
is bright, sparkling. and alive.
Maazel's brisk tempi injected
into Mendelssohns’s. “Italian™
Sym-phony a light, joyous drive
forward, fresh and carefree yet
never hurried.

" Beyond this spirited way of
playing; it was also transparent
and polished to the smallest
detail. Sibelius’s Symphoay No.
2 provided an opportunity for
displaying the orchestra’s glori-
ous brags, powerful but also mel-
low and well-rounded.

Some naughtly flexible tempi
in virtwoso renditions of a
Brahms. Hungarian Dance and
Bizet's L'Ariésienne highlighted

new again under Maazel’s baton

a refined humor that is also a
part of Maazel's and the orches-
tra’s musical palette.
International Convention Cen-
ter, Jerusalem, February 13
Ury Eppstein

FILIGREES Npo. 5. a pew concer-
tante for chamber orchestra by
local composer Ben-Zion Orgad
was premiered at the Sinfonietta
Beearsheba Classica Six series. The
idiom is dissonant, yet tonal. Its
convincing texture is constructed
from contrapumtal interface
between various “cantillating”
melodic .

Violinist Guy Braunstein was
classic in presentation and stage
manuaer.

He brought precision as well as
attractive phrasing and pacing to
Bruch's well-known violin con-
certo in G minor.

Stepping in for ill-disposed
music director Ury Mayer,
Siofonietta lzureste maestro
Mendi Rodan found in Richard
Strauss’s rarely heard Le
Bourgeois Gentilhomme suite
11918), a perfect vehicle for
orchestral expression.

He brought out all the piquant
neo-Barogue figuration and boil-
liance and the score’s colorful,
romantic registration of instru-
ments.

Beersheba
February 18

Consenatory,

Max Stern

Viva Espafia; via two stirring local flamenco artists

Flamenco glinered -and flashed in both Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem last week. Two Jsraeli
women were, quite ndependently of each. -

other, the canse.

Dalia Low, who, lives and teaches in Tel
appeared at the Noga Theater in Tel Aviv {
(February 14, 15) and at the Henry Crown Hall

Aviv,

of the Jerusalern

three ontstanding Spanish guests and the Israel
Chamber de"?hcgsug.mlu the Rebecca Crown
Auditoriuvm  of the Jerusplem Theater
a(February 13), Sharon Sagy, who lives and
dances in Spain,. was accompanied by a
Spanish guitarist, an authentic flamienco siager
and an Israeli super-flutist, Gilad Manor.

It is some time since Low danced here and
she has nevér danced betier. Always a beaud-

DANCE REVIEW
DORA SOWDEN

17) with

Salvador Conde.

ful performer, this time she added a passionate
‘quality to her elegance. In El Amor Brujo
ve ihe Magician™} she was parinered by
Miguel Angel, a splendid dancer who per-
formed with her here 10 vears ago. With the
participation of two other exceptional dancers
—~ Rafael Frenco and Cesar Parra — they made
the old tate of witchery and exorcism come to
life with only half the stage to dance on, the
other half being occupied by
Isrnel Chamber Orchestra conducted by

The only prop was 8 wooden stool, and onty

the 40-stropg

Low's expressive hands and arms evoked the
fire in the famous music by Manuel de Falla

Evep by Flamenco standards. Low's cos-
tumes were remarkable. In a solo 1o Ravel's
Pavane for a Dead Child, her excessively
long-tailed gown almost stole the show.

Finally, the four dancers joined wogether again
for Saint-Saens's Havanaise with first violinist
Elia Sholman and alto Bracha Kol for outstand-
ing performances. Local flamenco guitarist
Miguel Skirplayedbetwesn the dances.

Sagy "took the stage by storm with her

Zapateado — heel-lapping at termific speed.
Altering the tempi, her virtueso progress

through the flamenco language and her stami-

na were astonishing.

Milking Maeterlinck’s mystique

THE TEMPTATION OF
SAINT ANTHONY

By Maunce Macterdinck. Hebrew, Gera
Sandler. Direction. Mitko Buzakov. Se1, Sasha
Lishansky. Costumes. Darva Lachovitzky.
Lighting. Amur Brenner. Music, e
Shoshanni. Make-tip, Mesika, Ar
Hasifriya Theater. Ramat Gan. Hebrew title,
Haness shel Antonin Hakadosh.

Yirginia Neomi Promaovitch
Anthony .. Ian Miller
Gustav Chen Alon
Achille ——ee ROy Sasson
Priest Yaniv Sternfeld

Udi Gi

Doctor
‘ ague, pale, suvave
images, a twilit world
in which the characters
are less dramatic personalities
than disembodied broodings or
fongings.” wrote critic Edmund
Wilson of the plays of the Belgian
symbolist poet and dramatist
Maeterlinck (1862-1949).

Hasifriya’s stage, draped in
unearthly white, evokes the aura
of this sinister limbo in a set that
rypifies the nightmare world of
the Expressionist play.

In this excellent production,
director Mitko Buzakov milks
Maeterlinck’s masque for its
entertainment value as much as
for its strange mystigue. On the
one hand the clash of bourgeois
greed and materialism with pure
spiriuality and potent belief are

THEATER REVIEW

NAOMI DOUDAI

painted in terms of confusion and
fear. At the same time, the lesser
figures in the drama are carica-
tured for comic relief.

Religious piery, personified by
Neomi Promovitch as Virginia.
the passionately pious maid. and
Han Miller, as the remote, reclu-
sive saint of the title, are well per-
formed In a sensitive duo of sirik-
ingly contrasted studies.

For the rest, Buzakov turns the
antics of the bereaved family, the
funeral rites, and subsequent res-
urrection of the old lady (Moriah
Shlomit} into a farce.

This lends a satiric slant 1o the
bizarre proceedings that makes
Maeterlinck’s exotic metaphysic
more palatable to contemporary
andiences.

The staging is superbly orches-
trated, exploiting every weird
moment with the fullest dramatic
effect.

TOWER RECORDS’ TOP 15 |

THIS LAST WEEKS ON

WEEK WEEK CHARTS ARTIST TILE
#1 1 7 VARIOUS ARTISTS  RABIN — GOODBYE FRIEND
w2 3 15 SOMETHING TO REMEMBER
B 2 2 NICK CAVE MURDER BALLADS
#4 14 2 SIVAN SHAVIT IN THIS BLUE-GRAY LIGHT
#5 1 2 ABBA GOLD - GREATEST HITS
86 8 8 QASIS MORNING GLORY
7 5 8 YEHUDA PQUKER  THE GHILD IN YOU
#3 RE 1 STING BEST OF-FIELDS OF GOLD
49 5 9 SADE BEST OF

#10 16 -] FILM SOUND TRACK 1492

#11 RE 1 BEE VERY BEST OF

#H2 RE 1 FILM SOUND TRACK PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

#13 RE 1 VARIOUS ARTISTS  300% PURE DANCE

#14 21 22  BJORK POST

#15 10 15 VANGELIS VOICES
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Steinmetz

family
bid for

makes
Ampal

RACHEL NEIMAN

DIAMOND merchanis Benny and
Danny Steinmetz have made a bid
to purchase 28.7 percent of Bank
Hapoalim subsidiary Ampal for an
esumated $55 million.

Hapoalim yesterday officially
announced it was entering negotia-
tions with the Steinmetz family, fol-
lowing a board decision earlier this
week.

Ampal American Israel
Corporation, a company incorporat-
ed :[I:Dlhe uUs whosepanshnms are trad-
ed on Wall Street, invests in Israeli
real estate, communications and
industry.

Investments include DSP Group,
Mercury Interactive, Teledata.
Carmel Containers, Moriah Hotels,
Industrial Buildings. Pri Ha'emek
and Sonol opemator Granite
Hacarmei.

Loan
guarantees
approved
to finance
TAI project
for Tarks

EVELYN GORDON

THE Knesser Finance Committee
yesterday approved 3410 million in
Ioan guarantees to finance an Israe]
Aircraft Induswies project for the
Twkish Defense Ministry.

The project requires LA to refue-
bish and upgrade 54 F-15 fighter
plaaes for the Turkish Air Force, at
a cost of some 5650 mitlion.

- The deat will be financed-entire-
ly by lpans from Is;meli banks,
which Turkey is to repay within
five years after a two-vear grace
period.

This deal exposes the banks to
rsk twice over — the risk of a
Turkish default and the risk that IAI
will fail ro complete the project.

However, the Israel Foreign
Trade Risks Insurance Company
(IFTRIC) cannot insure a deal this
big.

The Treasury therefore decided
to promote the deal by providing
government guarantees for these
loans, both because of the project’s
diplomatic importance and because
of its financial importance to 1AL

The project is expected to tum a
profit for the company.

According to the Treasury, the
banks® total risk exposure is expect-
ed to be only $250 million, but it
could be larger, because severa] of
the risk parameters are still
unknowr.

It therefore agreed 10 guarantee
B84% of any losses up o $250m..
9% of losses between $250m. and
5300m., 95% of losses between
5300m. and $350m., and 100% of
losses over $350m.

The government will also fully
guzrantee a $36m. deposit demand-
ed by the Turkish government as
insurance that the work will be
completed.

In exchange for its guarantees,
the government will get a lien on
IAI's assets, though this will be of
lower priority than the banks® lien
on these assets.

Finance Commitiee economic
adviser Smadar Elhanani raised
several questions abour the agree-
ment.

These questions included where
IAT's recovery plan stands, whether
the company is giving the govern-
mept any reciprocal guarantees that
thﬁ rhwr.ark | will be fcompleted.
whether at leasr part of the project
could not be insured via II-EI‘%'E
and whether it would not make
sense 10 wail on the deal untl a rest
flight has been successfully com-
pleted. since this is a precondition
of Turkey’s.

In the end. however. the commil-
tee approved the deal unanimously.

f vest n the workd's major exchanges |
with Israel Discount Bank

Bank Hapoalim currently owns
53.7% of Ampal and intends to
reduce its holdings in the company
to less than 25% i accordance with
the Brodet Report, which recom-
mended that the banks drastically
reduce their non-financial holdings.

The bank began reorganization
procedores in January and expects
to complete its division by 1998
into four parts — households and
general, private banking, business
and conglomerates.

As part of rcorzanization,
Hapoalim is to reduce holdings in
nop-financial acdvities as recom-
mended by the Brodet Report.

Hapoalim has reportedly been in
negotiation with other groups,
inctuding Shamrock and a consor-
tium headed by Ted Arison of the

Claridge group.
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Indian court ruling
good news for Bezeq

THE Indian Supreme Court yes-
terday dismissed a set of petiions
challenging foreign investors bids
for parts of the sub-coniinent's
potentiailly Incrative telecommm-
nications market.

This paves the way for mnlti-
million dollar deals involving an
assoriment of couipanies, among
whom Bezeq figures prominently.

Bezeq had received no official
notice to this effect as of [ast night,
but it did inform the Tel Aviv
Stock based on the wire
report it received throngh The
Jerusalem Post.

Bezeq owns 26 percent of HFCL.-
Bezeq Telecom.

Its panners include Himanchal
Fumistic  Telecommunications
(HFCL), with 44%: Thailand's
Shinawatra, with 153%; and Indias
Kotak Mahindra Finance, with 15%.

The consortium has won the right
o install conventional relephone
infrastructure in three large Indian
districts and a cellular phone system
in another district.

A Bezeg spokesman said he
expected a copy of the ruling would

JUDY SIEGEL
and news agencies

be received in three or four days.
Before reaching the court, the priva-
tization program was well on its
way to completion.

It was approved by the govern-
ment of Prime Minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao in 1994 and got
started Iast year.

It won broad public support in 2
country where fewer than one resi-
dent in 100 has a phone line. The
state-owned telecommunications
moropoly was anable to cope with
the demagpd. .

However, opposition elements
tied to Islam challenged the public
tender that selected foreign
investors to rebuild the telecommu-
nications infrastructure, and were
especially annoyed by Israel’s
involvement.

According 1o Reuters, India’s
Communications Minister Sukh
Ram declared his stand was “vindi-
cated”™ by the courr decision.
“Today's decision should be very
good pews, not only for Japanese

,:'f$iﬂ*'-w;w-.-___.. "
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Israel-Morocco Trade and Industry Bureau president Shaul en-Simhon (center) introduces

Deputy Foreign Minister Eli Dayan (left) to visiting Moroccan businessman Isaac Marciano dur-
ing yesterday’s opening of the bureau in Tel Aviv. Dayan said Israel would provide Morocco with
humanitarian aid to help overcome damage from floods there during January. Ben-Simhon said 17
Ysraeli companies are currently operating in Morocco, working with local businessmen or inde-
pendently, and that Israeli exports to Morocco today totaled some $50 million worth of goods,
which could grow to $60m., with an overall potential of $350m.

{Hanoch Grizizky/Isral Sun)

~been . published * bui-dE Jmowi—ia-~ - Would aim at a thige percent anual
Ti-giieye-Wiat*the banki-overmEaied. —nilatioo ralé. This he said;-would

Orbotech réports | mcrease in
4rth quarter, annual net profits . ;.. -

investors but aiso for others who are
Shim -zuka. managin sald‘:mcl;u:)r F
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National Papasonic, who is launch-
ing a celiular phone system in New
Delhi.

Opponents to privatization -
sentgso 10 d:.&'exegl:n Iegal peﬁu%rcn.s
claiming that the tendering process
had been flawed, with no regulator
to supervise competition. They also
said the existence of foreign compa-
nies would endanger security by
exposing telephone infrastructure to
outside control.

HFCL-Bezeq Telecom had been
the top bidder in nive of the nation’s
20 regions by offering $25 billion in
license fees for the project — $15b.
more than the others combined.

The deal could mean $250 mil-
lion for Bezeq.

The Indian government still muost
get through the upper house of par-
liament a bill approving the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India ro supervise telephone com-
panies. This bill could be defeated,
as opposition parties have the
majority in the house.

Frenkel: No evidence of banks’ .
wrongdoing toward kibbutzim

THE Bank of Israel has yet w find
evidence of any wrongdoing onthe
part of an individual bank i
the kibbutzim’s debts, Governor
Jacob Frenkel said yesterday.

In 2 wide-ranging discussion of
major macro-economic issnes — par-
ticularly the battle against inflation,
the curreni account and trade
deficits, the privatization process
and foreign cumrency reform -
Frenkel also said that reopening the
discussion over the kibbutzim's
debrs would be unjustified procedu-
rally and potentially deirimental
economically.

Insinvating that the election sea-
son has influenced some of the
media fanfare. surrounding the

ie—Report
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rulti-million-dollar debts — Frenkel -

said the kibbutzim shonld rementber

2 re-examination of their debts’

might also entai] & reconsideration

of the write-off deals they and the-

banks reached easlier this decade.

An individual kibbutz might have
reason — and certainly the right — to
take Tts creditor to court. but the
cznfral bank has not received a sin-
gle document which gives it reason
to any i

butzim debis. he said.

Regerding inflation, Frenkel

called on the government to official-
-}y adopt a-long- term policy-whichi

spspect systematic wrongdo-
ing by the banks concerning the kib-

tal for the business community's B
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ORBOTECH has announced a 39
percent fise in fourth quarter net
fits o $3.72 miilion from
2.68m. during the same period in
1994,
Quarterly revenues went up to
$34.9m. from $32.49m., while earn-
ings per share rose to 5029 from

$0.22,
Annual pet profits jumped to

Thwyelh

Apple, Motorola set Mac OS license pact

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuter) -
Apple Computer Inc.. struggling to
rebound in a fercely competitive
market, said yesterday it has
licensed its vaunted Macintosh
operating system to Motorola Inc. in
its broadest such agresment yet.

The deal enables Schaumburg,
[Minois-based Motorola to license
and also sub-Heeose the software to
ather computer makers.

Motorola’s Computer Group will
license the Mac operating sysiem
for its computer systems designed
around the PowerPC chip, adding a
popular consumer-griented operat-
ing system to its computers, which
currently only offer higher-end sofi-
W

are.,
Motorola will also be able to sub-
license the Mac system to other
computer manufacturers to which it
sells motherboards — the core circuit
board of n computer ~ or computer
systems that can run the Mac oper-

ating system.

The move comes as Apple, under
its new chief executive Gilbert
Amelio, is trying 10 cut expenses
and turn its troubled computer aper-
ations around in the face of increas-
ing competition at home and abroad.

Apple lost $69 million in the
quarter ended in December and
expects (o post an even larger loss in
the current quarter, in part due to the
effects of customer unceriainty in
recent weeks over whether the com-
pany would remain independent or
not amid widely reported merger
talks, and & continued decline in its
profit margins.

Apple said it expects Motorola
will be able to grow the Mccintosh
operating system platform by
enabling computer makers supplied
by Motorola with motherboards to
sell a Macintosh-compatible com-
puter without signing a licensing
pact directly with Apple.

Amelio, Apple’s newly appointed
chairman and chief executive, told
reporters on a conference call that
the pact represents the beginning of
a second and more aggressive phase
of Apple's licensing program.

“We feel the best way to evange-
lize it ... is through this kind of a
program,” Amelio said.

Amelio said the licensing talks
with Motorola were well underway
when he took over at Cupertino,
Califormnia-based Apple on February
2, when former Chief Executive
Michael Spindler was ousted by the
company’s board.

Joseph Guglielmi, 2 vice presi-
dent at Motorola and general
manger of its Computer Products
Group, sald Motorola was in active
talks with sevemal potential
licensees, but he declined o be more
specific.

“It s very highly of Apple
and thelr commitment to the open

platform that they have allowed us
io sublicense it,” Guglielmi said. He
also said the deal was a great oppor-
topity to further the PowerPC
alliance.

The now-stroggling PowerPC
alliance was formed by Apple,
International Business Machines
Corp., and Motorola almost five
years aga to develop another chip
architecture that woold rival the
dominance of the Intel Corp. archi-
tecture.

Apple has so far been the biggest
volume seller of systems with its
Power Macintosbes that use the
PowerPC chi;

p.
Motorola develops systems and
wmotherboards that it resells to other
computer makers with the PowerPC
chip. Motorola's systems currently
run Microsoft Corp.’s NT and
IBM’s version of UNTX — AIX —
used mostly in high-end worksta-
tions and network servers.

AGAN, Makhteshim to buy stake in Herbitechnica

AGAN Chemicals and Makhteshim Chemical
Works announced yesterday they will purchase a
49 percent stake in a Herbitechnica, a Brazilian
pesticide distibutorship, for $20 million.
Makhteshim owns 47 of Agan's owslanding
capital share. Herbitechnica‘s tumover in 1995
was $60 million. with turngver this vear expect-

ed to increase 1o $80m-
Through

subsidiaries. Agan and Makh:eshim
will purchase 49% of the distributorship, in equal

RACHEL NEIMAN

$20m, cesh payment

than $2.45m.

parts. from its present shareholders in return for 2

If 1995-1996 profits rise more than $12m. the
partmers will pay on additional sum of not more

If Herbitechnica™s net profils between 1995-
1999 rise above $61.5m.. the partners will pay out

an additional sum of not more than $7.35m.

Agan and
purchase up to 60% of the distributorshi
year 2001, If cumulative vet profits in the years

Makhteshim will have the option 10
p in the

1995-1999 are less than $25m., the options will

be handed over without payment.

If net profits rise above $25m., the partners will
pay the Brazilian co
mined based on shareholder's equity as of
December 31, 1999,

mpany 2 sum (o be deter-

Separate debt deal possible for UKM, Kibbutz Ha’artzi

GALIT LIPKIS BECK

THE banks and Treasury will sign 2
separate debt arrangement plan with
Kibbutz Ha'artzi and United
Kibbutz Movement (UKM) if
Kibbutz Ha'artzi continues to delay
the signing of the agreement.
according to sources in the UKM.
The kibburzim, Treasury and
m will begin marathon talks this
iNg In 4n atternpt to sien the
kibbutz debt arrangeml:lnt by ﬁ end

of the month.

Sources in UKM said it is ready to
sign the supplemecntary arrange-
ment.

However. Kibbutz Ha'anzi, has
claims against the Treasury and
branks which have not been resolved
and are likely to delay the imple-

mentation of the amangement.

The UKM emphasized that it is
interested in signing the debt
arrangement plan as 5000 a5 possi-
ble out of fear that the findings of
the Proccacia Report , which sug-
gest the Kibburzim™s debis ro the
banks were inflated. may iead to its

delay.

A UKM spokesman said the
rooverrent ¢does not object to indi-
vidoal kibbutzim checking their
debis, adding that the movement
will consider how, and if, to help
these kibbutzim at 2 meeting next

week,

The kibbutz debt agreement
involves write-offs totaling about
NIS 6 billion for 127 kibbutzim.
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. TOKYO ‘(Reuter) - Fapan's wrade

Surplns with the United States fell

.- fo ifs Jowest Jevel for 12 years in
- -Prime -Minister Ryutaro Hashi-
-moto could give President Bill

‘perhips the ‘best present

-Clinton ahead of their smmmit

- 'The' Finahée -Ministy said on

|- Monday that Japan’s customs-
~ cleared surplus with the US

dropped to $1.55.billion in’ Jann-

- ary from $3.19b. 2 year easlier, It
-Wos. the smallest surplas simce

Janniry -1984, when $1.26b. was
posted.

surpins. also fell

- sharpl§;,. becoming a fraction of
. -its .former. seif af $467.08 million

from’ a revised figure of $2.75b.

- for a year earlier. k was the sev-
enth- copsecutive momth the over-

all surplus had: declined.
. Japan's hefty trade surpluses
have often been 2 sourc of ten-

- sion with its major trading- part-
ners, and the US- has been the

most voesl in its demands for

structural change.
That chanpe has come, analysts

say. .

““We've chviously seen 8 struc-
toral ‘break in terms of imports.
Imports are finding it much easier
to come into the Japanese econo-
my,” said Jason James, a strate-
gist at James Capel Pacific.

Analysts said that while sur-
pluses were usually small in Janu-
ary becanse New Year holidays
iended to cap exports, this year’s
surplus was even smaller than last
year, when exports were battered
by the Kobe earthquake. -

“We can see the effect of the
last Jome's car trade pact between
Japan and the United States,”
s2id Kyohei- Morita, -an econo-
mist at Nomura Research
Instifute. -

The pact, which followed biiter
wrangling between the countries,
saw Japan promise o make more
efforts to open its market and

Japanese car makers agree to0 in-
crease output overseas. Vehicle
exports were down 11.5 percent
in Jaouary from a vear ecarlier
while imporis jumped a huge
38.4%.

Although January's trade sur-
plus plunge was certain to help
create a cordial meeting between
Hashimotlo and Clinton in Santa
Monica, California, on Friday. u
would probably not dispel all
trade tensions, analysts said.

““The peneral skepticism about
the export dependency of the
Japanese economy is going to lin-
ger,” said Shunsuke Motani, se-
nior economist & Deutsche Mor-
gan Grenfell

While specific trade issues are
not on the agenda for the meet-
ing, the two are still at odds over
the photographic film, air cargo,
insnrance and semi-conductior
sectors.

However, the outlook is for
further declines in the surplus, at

| Japan trade surplus with
~ USlowest i 12 years

least for the time being.

“There’s no change in overall
direction,”" said Nomura Re-
search’s Morita, who said he ex-
pected another sigaificant drop
for February,

Some also predicted the rame of
import growth would continue to0
rise, citing a cyclical upturn in the
economy. **[It’s] going to acceler-
ate from here on. We have a
gradually siwrengthening Japanese
ecopomy, albeit stll not extreme-
ly strong, and we have the rest of
the world lending to slow down a
biL" said James.

But Morita disagreed, saying
that although strong demand for
semiconductors and computers
would keep imporis high, the rate
of growth was unlikely to in-
crease all that much.

““The recovery is nol one ex-
tending to every sector. Consum-
ers might be buying a computer
but this probably means they are
not buying something else.”’

LONDON (Reuter) — British
tourist chiéfe put on a brave face
yesterday, saying they hoped the
second fatal FRA bomb, blast to
hit London in nine days would.
not damage the .country’s - muiti-
billion-pound tourist industry, -

But some of the ‘tourists canght
in Sunday night’s blast in the
heast of Londoh’s ‘theatreland
said they would be heading Liome
and ot returning to Britain until
the violence entls. . :

. “Terrorism "has not yet had a
major effect om tourism to Brit-
ain. Visitor numbers have in-
creased steadily over the years,
affected only by major interna-
tional cocflicts like the Guilf
War,’” 'shid Anthony- Sell; head of
the British Tourist Authority.

*Economic factors such as ex-
chemge refes.. are more likely to

-gffect tourism - trends, which at

the. tim¢ Jook -very positive for
Britain,’” Sell said in a stat=ment.
quever, tom'lsts shocked by

Sunday’s blast voiced concern
over the safety of London.

An American woman, clearly
shaken by the experience, said:
*“We only came for a weekend.

. It’s my first tme in London. I

won't be coming back until things
bave quieted down.”

Merk Johnson, 25, a Canadian
law student who was drinking up
in a bar just opposite the blast,
said he was “‘scared and fright-
ened” and wonld cut' short his
visit to London.

At least one person was killed
on Sunday when an Irish Repub-
lican Army bomb destroyed a
red, double-decker passeager
bus, a symbol of London tourism.

A hoge IRA bomb in east Lon-
don killed two pecple on Febru-
ary 9, ending a 17-month guerril-
la cease-fire, and a bomb left in a
telephone booth in the theatre
district last Thursday was
defused. :

London is the jewel in the

crown of the combined foreign
and domestic tonrism market,
which last year eamed a total of
£36 billion ($52 billion). or 55
percent of Britain’s Gross Do-
mestic Product.

Sell said he expected 24 million
people to visit Britain this year,
up from 21.3 million last year,
and spend £12 billion (SIS bil-
lion). The London Tourist Board
(LTB) said 21 million foreigpers
would visit London.

“We've lived with incidents
like these for the last 10 years and
we haven’t been able to track a
comelation between terrorist at-
tacks and tourism.”” LTB spokes-
woman Lopise Wood said. *'If
this does affect tonrism, it will be
a tragedy. London is still per-
ceived as a safe and friendly
city,” she said.

Diane Robertson of Madame
Tussands® waxworks, London’s
most popular tourist attraclion,
said the attacks would not have

London tOurist_ chiefs hope bomb won’t hit trade

the same effect as the 1991 Gulf
War, which cut tourism
worldwide.,

*'We think we will be all right
this year because people from the
US and Far East markets come as
part of package tours which are
booked far ahead,”” Robertson
said. “But some Europeans may
decide to stay away this
summer.”

The scene of Sunday’s explo-
sion lies near the heart of the
capital's entertainment cenler at
Covent Garden, home to hum-
dreds of leading theaters, hotels
and restaurants.

Traders said that investors
feared further bomb blasts comld
disrupl tourism but that direct ev-
idence of 2 downturn was needed
before such share price falls were
justified.

Tourist officials fear the blasis
could especially deter big spend-
ers such as Americans and
Iapanese.
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Fear of hike

in rates

pushes

“indexes lower

TEL AVIV STOCK MARKET
FELICE MARANZ

20067 ° 208.78
-0.25% =0.28%

Two-Sided index
INDEXES fell for a second day
yesterday amid concern that the
Bank of Israel will raise mmierest
rates.

*“The marker expecits increas-
ing rates,”” said Arye Maoz, vice
president at the Tel Aviv firm
Central Securities. “*This pessi-
mism, this fesr, is generating ten-
sion in the market.”

The Bank of Israel last in-
creased rates on February I,
when the rate at which it lends to
banks rose to 14 percent from
13.7%.

“‘Wall Streef has become an in-
creasingly important factor in Tel
Aviv,” added Maoz, *‘Presidents
Day [in the US] means oo Wall
Street activity.”’

The Maof Index fell 024 per-
cent to 208.78, and the Two-Sid-
ed Index decreased 0.25% 1o
200.67. Of 998 issues trading
acrass the exchange, nearly twice
as many shares fell as rose for a
second day.

Almost NIS 60 million worth
of shares traded, NIS 10.8m. be-
low Sunday’s level and ahout half
the average trading last month.

Offsetting losses, stale-con-
trolled phone company .Bezeq
rose 1% after India’s Supreme
Cowrt ruled in favor of the gov-
ernment’s decision to issue li-
censes for basic lelephone
wum‘ s-

The court decision paves the
way for Bezeq's participation in
providing phone services in three
regions in India

Other gaining shares included
Clal Industries Lid., which rose
0.25%. Clal said it was negotiat-
ing to buy a 50% stake in the
‘dairy business owned by kibbutz
Yotfata for NIS 100m.

The purchase, said Maoz, “will

. be.good for Clal Industries; they

Maof index
will be expanding in the profit-
able food industry.”

Clal Industries’ pareat compa-
oy, holding company Clal (Israel)
Lid., fell 0.5%.

Bank Hapoalim closed un-
changed after announcing it was
negotiating with Benny and Dan-
ny Steinmetz to sell a 25% stake
in Ampal-American [srael Corp.,
an Israeli investment company
traded in New York.

The bank would not specify the
transaction’s value, saying in a
stalement that it would be **high-
er than the market value.™

Ampal's share’s closed at 6%
on Friday, unchanged from
Thursday.

Bank Hapoalim curreatly
holds 53.7% of Ampal, it said.

Chemical shares rose after
Makhteshim Chemical Works
Lid. and Agan Chemical Mann-
facturers Ltd. apnounced they
had joinly purchased a 49 per-
cent stake in Herbitechnica, a
Brazilian pesticide company, for
$20m. in a bid to expand their
business in South America.

Makhteshim rose 0.75%, Agan
went up 0.5% and Ismael Chemi-
cals rose 0.5%.

Koor Industries owns 65 per-
cent of Makhteshim, and Makh-
teshim owns 47% of Agan.

Shares in Koor closed un-
changed. So did Teva Pharma-
ceuticals Lid; Israel Corp.; Dead
Sea Works; aud both IDB Hold-
ing Corp. and IDB Development
Cormp.

Declining shares included
Osem 1Investment Lid, which fell
for a second day, losing 1.25%.
Bank Leumi Le-Israel BM fell
1.5%: Clal Electronic Industries
fell 2.5%; Elite Industries Lid.
fell 3%, and Tadian, a Koor sub-,
sidiary, fell 1.75%. - (Bloomberg)

Slide in world
bond markets
unsettles FISE

WORLD MARKET ROUNDUP

LONDON — UK shares finished
moastly lower, unsetiled by a slide
in world bond prices. Trading
volumes were light, however, as
many participants stayed on the
sidelines due to the closure of the
US markets for the Presidents
Day haliday. The FTSE 100 in-
dex closed 26.6 points lower at
3,7443.

FRANKFURT - German
shares, uncertain ahead of this
week’s expected telease of a key
money supply report, bowed 1o
pressure from the weak German
debt market and siumping dollar
o close sharply down on Mon-
day. The 30-share DAX index
ended floor irade down 30.44
points at 239858, In posi-bourse
trade the DAX index stood at
2,387.60.

PARIS — French shares closed
lower in the wake of falling bond
prices and the dollar and dealers
expect the CAC-index to test
support al 1,910 and 1.890, turn-
over was limited because of the
US holiday. The CAC-10 index
closed down 12.76 poinis or 0.65
percent to 1,939.74.

ZURICH — Swiss shares gradu-
ally improved from an opening
slump but still closed slighily low-
er than Friday’s finish, prices
were kept down by marked losses
in futures on Swiss govemment
bonds following a weak showing
of US ireasury honds on Friday,
sagging German Bund {futures
and the easing US dollar also ex-
erted pressure. The All-share SPU
index lost 8.17 paints or 0.38 per-

cent to 2,128.24,

TOKYC - Tokyo share prices
ended lower in thin volome yes-
terday as many investors took to
the sidelines, unable to find new
targets amid various uncertain-
ties, such as directions of the yen
and inlersst rates, and prospects
of large equities issues by banks
later this year.

The 225-share Nikkei average
ended down 81.52 points at
20.721.25.

HONG KONG - The Hong
Kong stock market is closed from
yesiexday for the Chimese New
Year bolidays and will reopen on
Thursday. On Friday, the Hang
Seng Index rose 123.18 points to
11.594.99.

SYDNEY - The Anstralian
share markel followed the Dow
down 10 close sharply lower yes-
terday with wezker local bonds
and furures markets exacerbating
the fall. The all ordinaries index
closed 31.80 points lower at
2,265.5.

JOHANNESBURG - South
Africon gold shares retraced ear-
lier gains to end marginally weak-
er amid nervous sentiment creep-
ing in and industrials continued
10 plunge on a soft bond markel.

Dealers said golds were losing
ground amid fear that foreigmers
would sell. They said the market
was caudous and would remain
so unitil the rand stabilized. The
ali-share index lost 51 points to
6.791.4, industrials shed 79.2
poinis to §444.1 and golds were
off 8.2 10 1,813.5.
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Hapoel
Holon
gets
sweet
revenge

RICHARD ZAACKS

HAPOEL Jerusalem fell to sec-
ond place in the National
Basketball League last night
when it lost 74-71 to Hapoel
Holen in Holon.

The loss gave Maccabi Tel
Aviv {14-1, its only loss to
Hapoel Jernsalem} undisputed
possession of first place in the
standings, and Holon fans sweet
revenge over a Jerusalem club
led by Adi Gordon, whe along
with Jerusalem teammates
Doron Shefa and Pini Levy
played in Holon last year.

They also gained revenge
against Jermsalem patron
Nahum: Manbar, who took the
three players and his sponsor-
ship money to Jerusalem, after
backing Holon (5-9} last season.

Both teams opened the game
with fast and sloppy play, with
each side having its share of
turnovers and missed shots.
After seven minutes the score
was tied at 15, bat Holon’s
Milton Wagner soom set the
game’s tempo by building a
small and confident lead for his
team, which they maintained
right until the end of the first
half, which ended with Holon
ahead, 45-40.

Coach Pini Gershon’s club
was unable to score a basket
until fonr minutes into the sec-
ond half, and improved little
afterward.

Norris Coleman znd Shefa
were non-factors for Hapoel
Jerusalem, while Eli Baloul did
everything he could for Helon,
grabbing rebonnds on both
sides of the court and scoring 10
points to lead Holon to their
best lead of 67-57, seven min-
utes into the second hailf. From
here on, Jerusalem conld only
try to cut Holon's lead, closing
the gap to 74-71 with seven sec-
onds Jeft.

But with the stage set for last
gasp dramatics, Jerusalem’s
attempt to salvage the game
failed as Gordon and Coleman
both missed three-point
atlempts.

Holon’s' Wajther topped''the

scorers with 21 points, Balonl- -

had 20 ‘and~Derrick Hdinilton
chipped in with 15 points.
Gordon led Jerusalem (13-2)
with 20 points, followed by Billy
Thompson with 15.
National Basketball Leagus

w L Pis
taccabi Tot Avrv 14 1 2
Hapoel Jerusalem 13 2 M
Bner Herzhya 10 5 25
Maccaln Fishon 10 5 5
Hapoel Ga.hl Elyon 9 6 24
7 8 =2
I-lapoel Tal Am =) 8 2
Hapoel Holen 6 8 21
Hapael Eilat 5 10 20
Maccatu Jerusalem 4 1" 19
Maccaly RamatGan 4 1 19
Hapoel Gvat 2 13 17
Fredericks sets
200-meter mark
LIEVIIN. France {AP) - Frankie

Fredericks off Namibia ook
advantage of the conditions and
luid claim on the title of fastest
husinan.

Fredericks became the first man
o run 200 meters indoors under
) seconds as he finished in 19,92
sweconds Sunday at the Lievin
Intemational mevt.

ON'I’OPOFHISGAME SamprasreturnsthehallmAndmAgassxdnmgtheﬁmlsoftheSybaseOpenSunday.

Sampras regains No. 1 spot

SAN JOSE (Reuter) — Pete
Sampras blew past Andre Agassi
6-2, 6-2 and soared to the top of
the world’s rankings in winaing
the $328.000 Sybnse Open in San
Jose on Sunday.

Sampras took over the No.l
spat from Austdan Thomas
Muster. Agassi remains at No. 3 .

“The number one is just icing on
the cake,” Sampras said. “T played
as well as I could today.”™

Known as the game’s most effec-
tive server, Sampras showed the
fans at the sold-out San Jose Arena
that he is improving from the base-
line, as he consistently owt-stroked
a volatile. angry Agassi.

“There's some matches where
you go through ups and downs.
but tonight everything just
clicked,” Sampras said. “1 was

“hitting, the 'ball élean. I cogldn’t
have played _be,l;tFr Evemlung_

just jelled. [ idn’t serve thiat wéll
but 1 hit my groundstrokes as well
as | ever hit them.”

Agassi, who received a point
penalty in the second set for
swearing at chair umpire Richard
Kaufman, tipped his hat to his
opponent.

I got outplayed and didn’t raise
my level at the right moments,”
Agassi said, -“But pothing Pete
does surprises me. He was hitting
the ball big off the ground and
only made a few errors. He not
only played 100 percent of his
level, but he played 100 percent of
the right points.”

Sampras set the tone of the
match early with devastating run-
ning forehands and deep cross-
court backhands that forced
Agassi to press himself to hit win-
ners. He broke Agassi with blaz-
ing crosscount forchand winner in

the second game of the first set.
M Agassi tabmkpomtmrhe..
sevem.h byt “du

Then the fireworks began.
Agassi slammed a ball into the
crowd and received a waming
from referee Richard Kaufman.

After the two pliayed one point .

on Sampras serve, Agassi loudly
swore at Kaufman. The chair
umpire didn’t hear him, but lines-
peron Marie Smith, who was
standing behind Agassi, did. She
walkeduptoﬂlechan-andtold
Kaufman, who gave Agassi the
point penalty. Agassi then let a
string of epithets fly at Smith.

“It was real simple.,” Agassi
said. “It started when the crowd

was booing after | hit the ball into

the stands. 1 swore loud enough
for someone to hear me. Then she
went and told Kaufman and that
really pissed me off. Then I really
let her have it"”

After being broken. to”go-dowri."

(-2 in the next game, Agassi, o

“Backhihd reé'l'x"'ﬂ ‘into . the nel' oh the other sidEé of the coumt]

Sampras broke Agassi again to
take the set 6-2. -

rocketed a ball in Smith’s direc-
tion that loudly hit the backstop.

But the 25—yeer-old recewed no
fuxther ties.

A fired-up Agassi hadh:sbest
chaoce to break in the third game,
but just missed a backhand cross-
coust return. At 2-4, the Lag Vegan
l;au:Samprason&lempﬁJ'S-w

Sampras responded two
bullet service winners, anace and
deep second serveto win the game.

“The 20 percent of the time
whenldrdntretmnwellwason
some crucial points,” Agassi said.
-“That’s where I bave to get
rhythm. 1f I have three chances to
break in two sets, I wold at least
expect to win one set.”

Agassi fought off three match
points on his own serve at 2-5, but
Sampras tuned up the heat on his
service game and won the match
-wbenAgassrover hit ‘a- service

G m‘“"ﬁ?”"
h:omefrom hmdon.

est person to break, to hold serve
on, everythmg, Agassi said.

" vohmtary-
- “342" restrictions. for the rest. of
" this season’s

Cheturn 'Y Y VST --!_uonwhm

" Tottenbam’s Ronny liosentha.l )

UEFA scraps
forelgll Player

..~ restrictions

. LONDON (Reater) — UEFA yes-

.wﬁdaybnckedawayﬁ'omaeon-
“frontation . with:"the --European
"Commigsion .whest it ‘scrapped

' resmr:nons .on_foreign. players.
' its ¢lob'competitions... .

uiﬁnupﬁnsoceu-s govern-

.mgbodyminwascunﬁdmtm-
'_-'uvorsmrhxsseasonsChampms'
- Cuop,. Cup  Winners’ Cop . and

UEFAGupwauIdﬁdherenoﬂ:e:r
-to retain the

campaigns.
'I'heEwopeinCoultmledatthe

ead. of the Bosman- case in .
- December thit \IEFA-transfer fée- - us....

rules and restrictions on the puim-

ber ofnan-nahonal players in

feamns i EU law. :

The¢ mling -left UEFA - and
Brusselsons:eolhsnon course, the
Corhmission waming -the conti-

'nent'ssoceerspowerbmkersthat
it would take. “necessary mea-

sureg” if it did not comply.
But - after- Jengthy talks

UEFA official Damd -

London,
‘Will said: “(JEFA has no inténtion
E do anything but act within the
wr .
UEFA officials had met repre-
sentatives of

week. Views expressed there led
to UEFA’s decision on foreigners.
_ Under the 3+2 mle clubs can
field only'th:ee foreign players

alf clubs stli.
_ involved in their three’ competi-
tions at a meeting in Geneva last’

nsnvo“aslmﬂawd foreiguners.
lemeUE'FAbacked away from
* a battle with the Commission, its
“presideat -Lepnart. Johannson
“miade- it ¢lear be was unhappy
: wiih “the EC's “hostile attitude
wermeBomnan ramifications.

- “We belong to the Europeall
Umon and we obeyed the 1aws,”
besa.ld.

by ¥ wuld heve preferréd the EC
_10 bave been polite and not always
come with threats. It's a very bos-
“tile attide they have taken and
- one which I very much regret. I
thooght they were there 10 serve

I 'don’t care who is the winner
and who is the loser, only that we
are pragmatic and we look for
solutions.”

Will said that ending foreign
player restrictions left UEFA with
problems for the future.

“The 3+2 and transfer rules
were there for the bepefit of foot-
bail' and we have to somehow
observe completely new coacepls
within the law,” he smd..

““The transfer ~system bas
evolved over 100 years, nationali-
ty rules have been in existence far
atleast30yenrsand1twdltake
- time to replace these.” -

UEFA'S execulive committes
yesterday set up an investigation
1o look into alleged irregularitics
in club soccer in the Netherlands,
-France, Wales and Yugoslavia

Harazi doubtful for
tomorrow's f_rlendly

ORI LEWIS

ISRAEL striker Ronnen Harazi
will have to undergo a late fitness
test for an injured ankle this
moming © see whether he can
take any part in tomorrow's

friecndly internariopal against-

Lithoasia in Haifa. Hanm appears
unlikely to play in. tomorrow
afternoon’s match at Kiryat
Eliezer, after snffering an injury
during Betar Jerusalem's weekend
league maich with Maccabi Jaffa
on Saturday.

IfHarazrdeesnotplay. coach
expected to

Shlomo Scharf is

move star midielder Ha:m'

Reviva: 0 the striker’s posi
'@‘f:_mn pla;r.al ongsrae

Israel’s nsual player-in the No. 11
shirt has-oot been called up for the

friendly.

Israel began its trammg camp
ahead of the match in Haifa yes-
terdath y, with 17 players included in

e

Ore of the local players boumd
to attract much attention is
defender Gadi Brumer of Maccabi
Tel Aviv, who according to yester-
day’s Yedior Aharonot is being
considered as a possible buy by
Manchester United.

According to the report,
United's
Kershaw has been sent from
Manchester by manager Alex '
Ferguson for a better look at:

chief talent scout Les

herer = 8 o e smmn o b - am i oA o o U AL | B = 4 B AP B e B A ol vl e W e e e e e e §
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Brumer. United is seeking a.play=: : _;q,

Cer to fill the cengral defender’s,

role and Fergusod apparently

thinks that Brumer may fit the .

bill.

Bewilderment remains as local soccer coverage diversifies

AFTER vears of bickering, local TV sta-
tions. Channel! | in particular, have come
ta the realization that there is plenty of
sport oul there even for 30 channels - 10
times the number that exist locally.

The wg-of-war which used to exist
between the factions. mainly Chanaels 1,
2 and 5 are gone, as are the days when —
Chaanel | in particular — used o buy up
broadeasting, rights just so thar the other
bidders wouldn’t get their hands on the
materizl. even if Channel | bad no possi-
bility or wish to air that which they had
ohiained.

Happily for us viewers, things are now
different and each of the players on the
TV =ports field has settled into a set local
broadeast routine: Channel | has Maccabi
Tel Aviv basketball, the national team’s
socver matehes and Second Division soc-
ver. Channel 2 broadcasts National
League soicer. and cable’s Channel 5
;ﬁﬁccnrr.ues on National League basket-

There were fears that Channel 2 had
bhitten off more than it could chew when
it won the rights to show National
League soccer at the beginning of last
Season.

The ne}.v sr::lm%emr;fn! staﬁn had just

tripped its begemony in
local soccer and had promised uvs better
coverage.

Yoram Arbel — persona non grara at
Channel 1 — was to be the main front
man for the new venture and the inde-
pendent technical crews promised to
give the TV fan a better view of the
National League.

Last season. the crews began covering
all the fixtures, with one featured match
being shown live, in its enlirety, starting
at 6 pm.

It is important to point out that in previ-
ous years, Channel 1 had also covered all
matches. but at that time the National
Leagve had fewer teams, either 12 or 14.

The pre-action hype was huge. After all,

SPORTSWATCH

Channel 2 hed paid a reported $30 mil-
lion fornth:ee—ywdm]and:twasnt

going to let it go unnoticed.
The action would start on a Saturday
hnch time with a half-hour preview show -

hosted by Tsofit Grant, 'mfe of then
Maccabi Tel Aviv coach, now with
Hapoel Haifa. There were plenty of intér-
esting features” and background .pieces
about the players. This season the pro-
gram has been cut back substantially and
is a much drier 20-minute preview.  --.

The main game at 6 pm is commentated
byArbelattheendofwhmhhewuuld
often be whisked away by helicopter in
time to arrive in the stodio for the sum-
mary program, The 91st Minute.

The program underwent many changes
in style and the regolar studio staff
changed very often. Arbel appeared to be
the only permanent fixture on the show.

There were meny ‘techrical hitches oo,
provoking no lile scom from viewers
and critics alike.

This season, Arbel added the consider-

‘able verbal talents of Arye Maliniak, a

former basketball coach and writer and
commentator to the show.

ile Maliniak’s ing Sentials
are not in doubt, he is nevertheless a bas-
ketball, not & soccer expert. True, his

- light-hearted approach is always a boon

on any TV show, but the fact that he was
peeded as a co-host for a soccer show per-
haps states the obvigus about the number
of telegenic personalities who can i

a show of this sort tnppmgly off the

Isthatwhysomany ofthe“expens"
called upon to give us their insightful
opinion on matters which do not occupy
the main’ part of their lives are either
politicians or academics?

After petting into its groove, Arbel’s
show has turned nto z slick program, but

it is nevertheless very similar to the old
Mishak Hashabar which used to be
Channel I's sports flegship in the old

Now that the local club soccer has been

split between two channels, with Channel
1 broadeasﬁngDivisionzgames,&mreisa
stamge situation which will undoubtedly
become more evident towards the end of
the season, when the promotion and rele-
gation battles rage to the full.

Admittedly, both stations give resulis
and tables of both leagues, but the chance
that ope will show action regarded as
prized property by the other is as likely as
Arbel joining forces with Yoash Alroey
back at Channel 1.

Unfortumately, we the viewers will be in
a state of bewilderment when the end of
the season arrives. For come April-May.
we will have to flick between channels in
order to catch up on the action, unless we
want to rely only on the verbal accounts
given by the expens.
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RATES

PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS - All mtes

mclude VAT,

Single Weekday - NIS 59.45 lor 10 wards
|muremeem) each additionay woand NIS 9.94
FHIDA\' AND HOLIDAY EVE - NiS
152 10 10 wards \mrmumum), @ach ad-
tonal word NIS 15.24.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRi-
DAY |package) - NIS 734 00 Yor 10 woerds
wmisumurty.each addianal word - NIS
23.40,

WEEK RATE (6 msarhions) - NIS 31590
for 1 words (rmrumum), each additonal
ward - NIS 21.59.

FOUR FRIDAYS ipackage) - NIS
2809 53 Tor 10 words ln-mmmm each ad-
dimanal wo:m - NIS 4095

MONTHLY 124 mserbens) - NIS 643.50
tor 10 wards (menrmumi, each addinonal
word - NIS B3 .35
Rates are valld untll 31.5.96

DEADLINES cfficas

Jarusalem .- weekdays: 12 macn the day
belore publication {2 Fnday and Sunday
6 pm. cn Tha

Tel Aviv and Maifa - wookdays: 12
noan. 2 &iys bolare publisatan: for Friday
and Srday. L pm Y Teld Aviv
2nd 12 noon Thursday in Hafa,

' DWELLINGS

SPORTS BRIEFS

DWELLINGS DWELLINGS DWELLINGS 4 SITUATIONS VACANT
Qutside Isragel Tel Aviv Halfa and North __Tel Aviv

HOLIDAY RENTALS

SALES

SALES

HOUSEHOLD HELP

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS IN EU-
AOPE, main cities and holiday resorts.
Ideal for lamdies. Tel /Fax 02-767602

- DWELLINGS

Jerusalem

MAPU ST. 3 rooms fumished, cabla TV,
balcony. ground ficor. ! block fram
Dawid and Plaza holels. Avall. March 1-
Apnl 15 Tel. 02-663-641, Q50-291-
E2EHNG.

RENTALS

GERMAN COLONY- {ITALIAN CO-
lumishad/um-

L Y..IIE‘_.’LU:.HV 25 roms,
L term possibla. “lsrabuik®
To) C2-G65r 1.

SALES

ITALIAN COLONY- Hildesheimer Hats-
fira Stroot, luxury apoartments, 4-5, beloo-

wues, basement, garden, parking, Tel. 02-
517866, 02-666571.

FOR SALE, ONE room apartmanl.
HOD-JERUSALEM + view. Immediate.
MERCAZ HANECHASIM. Tel 02-414-045.

General DWELLINGS
WHERE TO STAY Tel Aviv
JERUSALEM LODGES LTD, - Short RENTALS

torm: rentals * Bed and breakdast * PO Box
2235, Juerasalom 91044, Tel. 02511745,
Fav (2518541,

NORTH, 3, LUXURIOUS, fully fur-
rushod, Tol. 03-523-7918, 03-599'3 50.

A new company in Jerusalem requires an
Experienced Bilingual Secretary
(English mother tongue)
for interesting work with nice people.

Please fax CV and handwritten letter to 02-377-743

a3 N1p

FOR SE'RLOUS HOdRTH. naw, 5, 150
m., architectural immadiate
£q. esign,

4, LUXURIOUS, + axpensive eomen( ts,
pality) 'elrsn-' mﬂg

RAMAT AVLY, 4172, view, h|°?h floor,
elevator, £410.000. Yao! Realtor,
03-5426253. {
FOR THE SOPHISTICATED onlyll
Noith Tel Avivil Fantastic It

e

KIKAH-MEDINA. 4 + terrace. Ramat
Aviv Gimimel, 4 ?nmm YAEL
REALTDR {Maidan}T 03-842-8253.
DWELLINGS
Dan Region
KFAR GANIM, 8.5, BEAUTIFUL. 165

sq.m.. + 140 sq.m. roof, no agents,
$580,000. Tel. 03-3247473, NS,

DWELLINGS

Sharon Area

RENTALS
HERZLIYA PITUAH NEAR sea front,
umful , 4 badroomn cottege, cantral
air eonumnnlrgp. Immadiata. MORAMN
REAL ESTATE Tel. 08-572-759.

HERZLIYA PITUAH . CHARMING
HOUSE, 3.5 amall bedrooms, 2 bath-

e

HER.ZLWA PITUAH , OCEANUS
2 badmons,

CAESAREA, NEW HOUSE for sala, al-

most 300 meters bullt on 550 meters of
tand, corner, beautiul, anclosed
%mwm.mm

CAESAREA, LUXURIOUS HOUSE,
view towerds ssa, Swimming central

Foneer THE nesru We arg the
bestll

a5 03 st oy e

Al PAIR FOR wonderlul gid, live In
g#ed conditions. 03-5106740, 050-

MALE SECRETARY,

Mt be exiremes
? clgbla. Engiish speaking. Tel 02-

SALES PERSONNEL -

mu‘ren: MARXETING/SALES PEO-
for axclusive pmdud. m + O
mission. (02 ) B52-1111 Michal

0s0-231725, Vﬂimﬂl - Tok mHEDIA'E“ Jogsﬂ AVAILAB'EE.E
DWELLINGS mm“ﬁm-mﬁum‘”ﬂ'w
" Eflat and South ‘Hilma: Tel. 03-5659937.
SITUATIONS VACANT
. HOUIDAY RENTALS -.___Dan Region
v g MO HOUSEHOLD HELP .
SERVICES AUPAIR  FOR CHILDCARE -znc
Tel Aviv . Lazion, Tel oa-mm {
' VEHICLES
HEALTH - Jerusalem . .
ZRIE PALOGE - GUALTTY CARS
%’"vs mwm#mm Boving, Seling, leasing, vading. .
SITUATIONS VACANT VEHICLES
Jerusalem ) Sharon Area T
OFFICE STAFF PASSPORT -

ALFA ROMEQ 148, 1995, g‘u'nramea:
loaded. Tel. 03-771-

.

o # U B SEESE . e vewe
O R e e A F S SO Ot
. . Tt .0.9.0_0_0 ittt

nesr mlposslble to play in.

Local golf roundup

with #n infericr back nine.

11 pars and two eagles.

Shirley Kowarsky and Fay Tann.

{Kfar Hamaccsbiah) won 19-¢
Relly Saacks.

Forest-Spurs game abandoned
A driving snow blizzard ended the Nottingham Forest-Tottenham
FA Cup fifth round game after only 14 minutes at the City -
Ground yesterdzy, causing even more chaos to the Cup program.
Snow had been falling before the game but referee Gary
‘Wiilard decided it was worth starting. But it became heavieras
the game wore on, and even the introduction of a red ball for a
while one made little difference as strong winds made conditions:

Wornen footballers in league of their own

The Israel Football Association decided yesterday to establish a
local women’s league and to ask FIFA to include the side in the
World Cup qualifying competition.

Yaron Arbell and Katriel Springer won this weekend's better ball
stableford competition at the Caesarea Golf Club with 46 points.

In second piace were David Adelman and Norma Kaufinan at 44,
Tollowed by Chuck Shaikowitz and Clive Josset also with 44, but

The best individual score of the day was set by senior Lionel
Phillips who had a 4 over Gross 41 on the front nine but burned
up the back nine holes with a 3 under par 33. For the day he had

Local lawn bowls action

The National “President Pairs™ Competition concluded on the
weekend at the Ra'anana Club, and in the women's section it was
Kiryat Ono’s Maya Van Creveld and Shclly Haviv who came
through in & chﬁhanger 22-20 first-place win against Ra’anana’s

In 2 one-sided men’s contest, Faz Kusman and Tvan Israel
against Rx'anana’s [tz Shamos and

AP

Itim

Jules Cuburnek

Norman Spirg
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WHATS ON

11

OPEHA
HELEN KAYE

DISTINGUISHED donduc-
tor and Verdi. specialist Sir
S o
ct el 5§

Orchestra  Rishon Lez:oz
and- ﬂie New  Israsl;

Choir in_the. NIO revival of -
Nabucco which enjoyed
enormous success when it

;{g.‘;;ﬂered in December-
. . Bass .. - Paam |
- Burchuladze will

8i
Zaccaria the High PneE

and baritone ' Alexandm -
Agache will sing the title -
role in this story of styife
between temporal and heav-"

enly power. A run of 10 per-
formances . starts topight. at
the Tel Aviv Performmg Arts
Center at 8.

mpamimatu-seiss Cmn ul‘Em:rs ’in Beirut.

T T T DANGE

MICHAEL AJZENSTADT

" THE ‘Bar-Dor Dance Company is presenting

SHAKESPEARE in Beirut? You bea!. Caipedi -~
a;gshl:cduecmr&nnrimhasduecwda

sophisticated, ‘witty and impudent' Comedy of -
Errorswhich extols the benefits of peace. mdf o

T - - 'tomghtamixedprogmmauts'fb!vatheater
featring ' Ivan Feller-Ducach’s athletic and
'wsua.!ly striking “Enigma,”™ Ania Brod’s intrigu-
- ing “Head of the Shoe™ and Mauricio Wainrot's
energetic “Tam-Bu-La,” danced to contempo-
rary Aftican music performed, on tape, by the

Chance teaches a masterclass

raries. He repeats the program

Cole at the haxpswbmd.

RENOWNED British countertenor Michael
Chance is here for a series ‘of concerts, lectures
and master classes. Tomorrow and Wednesday,

Music Center (10 am:-1). Wednesday evening
at the Jerusalem Music Center Chance presents

a lecture-demonstration about the artistry of the
countertenor; on Thursday at the Henry Crown
Symphony Hall in Jerusalem, as part of the
Authentica early-music series, he presents a
recital of music by Parcell and his contempo- -

Noga Theater in Jaffa: 8:30. In all these perfor--
mances Chance is accompanied by Maggie

l“wﬂﬁw%m S rtevision
Ummnissable. Tonight at-8:30 opn the Cameéri - :
:]::?1!]1 ::gglg,n gli;l:)rew with simultaneons iransla- s 'ToM GROSS
CLASSICAL MUSIC st wes pommormy nag soabenst seris
MICHAEL ATZENSTADT e P treasinere. The prograc
- : - which people regularly burst into flames or dis-

appear into black holes. has become cult week-
Iy late-night viewing on Channel 2, attracting
some 600,000 viewers per episodz, a very high
70-percent audience share.

In tonight's episode (or “chapter”), titled “If a
man can kill by lightning,” agents Mulder and
Scully (maintaining the usual sexual tension
‘between them that helps gives this show its
edge) investigate a series of murders comnected
to a mysterious power possessed by a young
boy. It’s highly enteraining stuff and surpris-
ingly believable, even though as usual the story
glosses over the precise physics of the phenom-
ena the characters expenen::e “The truth is
somewhere,” as the program’s opening credit

_ states every week. Or maybe pot. (23:05).

at the Jernsalem

Saturday at the
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ACROSS -

kR ‘I‘henewmfehappﬂygmg
into prison {9)

D None ran around much in

}';)hmttogetbmhng

loihndnf(%he’bahngmthe :

11 Held the small child in
inane fashion (7)

12 Traffic indicators (9}

14 View this as a theatrical
poae (B)

15 The cost of an attack (6}

17 Wﬂm& so may be .

20 Rwearrangadforanmber
in tramsport (6)

23 Cold remains—simple
stuff (8)

25 Build up the head’s

26~ —— they mean when 7Getr:dofpollmhonandget
they. cry " Milton rich {5,2)
(Sonnets) (7) 8 A French aim is to include
27 American woman the at:eevaneiwnnthsted(!))
editor went along with (7) Eemngmom
28 For the athlete who's a real behmd-hnnd(
. (D 15 A bar snack (9)
Meank i a peculiar 1smmm<9)
mixture (9) © 18 Bearing with a dreadful
_crisis caused by bloomers
DOWN
2Fh=hyandbonaya:.rman"

- 3A fall in the German
prodnctio?ﬂof kitchen

4 HeNl hit the drink with
24 Tottered as a result of
Lttle hesitation! (8) 3(6)

5 The most :mpuvanshed
' 6 e il be sespendad at
6 at
Christmag (9)
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ACROSS POWN
7 Dazed state (6) 1 Pugil (1)
8(5) * :ggﬁm (5)
ighten
N B BB 10 Varied (1) & Wizard (7)
JENE JEEEE 11 Depart (5) 5 Commenced (5)
I E A BB d 12 Inquisitive (4) & Speak (5)
AEERE AEEBEEL- 0 9 Separate (9)
0 . . “ . ) 17 Pretend (5) 14 Raad?bla (¥))
18 Dagnige (4] 15 Rubbish (7)
99 New Zealander (5) 16 General pardon (7)
23 Shake (7) 10 Chio (5)
24 Mob (6) 20 fsisure interest
25 Slepder (6) 21 Answer (5)

"TELEVISION

-l CHANNEL 1

6:30 News in Arabic 6:45 ExeiCise
Hour 7:08 Good Morming Israel

& EDUCATIONAL TV

8:00 Moses in the Jewish Tradition
8:30 Literature B:55 Arithmetic 9:25
Young children's programs 10:00
Family relations 10:30 Literature
10:55 Fl;e‘ma:; 11: 10h ltd‘laiga gﬁ.:o
Science K Elgﬁﬁ =i 1
Studio: Graffitl 12:20 Science and
technology 12:40 Geography 13:00
Australian plant life 13:30 Stories

about animals 13:45 Krlty Cat and
Tan'my 14:00 A Thousand and One
Americas 14:25 Cartoons 15:00
Current aftairs

W CHANNEL 1

15:32 Captain Plenst — carloon
15:55 Boot Street Band — BBC
school comedy
16:59 A New Evenmng 17:35 Hai Zap
- wﬂh ammals and pets 18:15 News

AHABIC PROGRAMS

18:30 al lssues - courtrcom
in Arabic) 19:00 News
HmEgHEw

19:30 Every Evening with Merav

Michaeli 20:00 Mabat News 20:50

Live Lotto draw 20:55 Sitton — Israeli

Moy Paror o036 Pighnocts 2330
o'er

News 00:00 Verse of the Day

B CHANNEL 2

13:00 Farewel! Miss Freadom — Walt
Dishey fim 14:00 Open Cards —
mengMpeoples talk show 15:00 The

ermaid 16:00 The Bold and
the Beautifui 17:00 News magazine
with Rafi Fleshefsl;ﬂ 3? First Love —
romantic garne show for youngsters
18:00 Ruby — talk show 19:00 Lingo
- TV show 19:30 Comedy
Store 20:00 News 20:30 Ramat Aviv
Gimme! - seap opera 21:15 Fact —
liana Dayan's investigative program
22:00 Gov Night ~ comedy 23:08
The X-Files — suspense series 00:00
News 00:05 Night Encounters —
interview show with Kobi Medan
00:35 Anna Lee 02:25 Nurses 02:50
Poem of the Day

B JORDAN TV

10:00 Thumbelina — carioon 10:56

The Crysial Maze 11:45 The Bob

T iartog. o Woyns an
starting n &

Kirk Douglas 13:40 Circus 14:10 The

WHERE TO GO

Notices in this feature are chawged at
NIS28.08 per line, inciuding VAT
ingartion every day of the costs

per One, Inciuding VAT, per

JERUSALEM

Conducted Tours

HEBREW UNIVERSITY. Tows ol the
Scopus campus, in English, daily
11 am. from Brontman
Sherman

28, For
* HADASSAH. Visht the

HaHassah insfalia-
tons, Chagall Wirkdows. Tel. 02-416333,
02-776271.

TEL AVIV

Nuseul

TELAVN MUSEUM OF ART. Mluha Bar-

Am - 11191%!!\!&

Barzilay, Eight in Novernber

el , Grosg, Reisman, Shejesnyak,

Almeg, CGial, David. Peter Brandes

-lsaac: Paintings, Primts, Ceramic

ml:ra Prize-Winning Art. Yaacov
Biocked Wall.

Tha Museum
collacﬂons HELENA RUEINSTEIN
PAVILION FOR CONTEMPORARY ART.
APasshniorﬂwNew NewAanTalAviv
Cotiections. Hours: Weehdalys 10 am-§
p.m. Tue, 10 am.-10 pm r. 10 a.m.-2
Edrn. Sat 10 - Meyerholl Art

Oenhr 51.6919155-8

WO.TovhnmuplﬂeuscallTelAvlv
8923819 Jerusalem 255060; Haifa

HAIF
WHAT'S ON 1N HAIFA, dial 04-574253,

GENERAL
ASSISTANCE

EMERGENCY
PHARMACIES
Jﬂm‘ swa

Pham, Matha Mall,

793260; Balsam, Salah e-Din, 272315,

Shuafat, Shuafat Road, 810108; Dar

Aldawa, Herod's . 282058,

Tai Aviv: Hakirys, 19 bn-Gvirol, 620-
4850; Kupat Holim ctaﬁ:. 7-9 Amsterdam,

2383, Yehuda. 142
en-Yehuda, 522 Till midnight
Ramat

Aviv, 40 Einsisin,

64
Ra'anana-Xfar Sava: Merkaz Ra'nana,
120Ahm. Aa'anana, 903798,
nya-Hasharon Mall, Herzl, 517765,
ﬁut area: Niv Haéum_syoi 73 Ben-

Kiryal Efiezer, 6 Mavamuﬂ sa.,
B51- 1707
Mashﬂ Sderu fhmﬁmg Hslﬂlyg
al
gSBd 558407 gOpel!l am. to

M:ﬂerum Cial Pharm, Lev Ha'ir
570468. Open 9 am. io 10 p.m.

DUTY HOSPITALS

Jequzatam: Biax Hellm (intemal, ubstat-
rics, ENT); Shaare Zadek (sur%:ly
fedits. Ipednamcs). Hadaseah

Tel Av‘hr Avw Madical Center {podi-
atrics), ichilov (inlemal, surgery).
Netanya: Laniado

POLICE 100
FIRE 102
FIRST AID 101

ndesdiaHm(Hahrew)urBH
in most parts of the country. In

Ashdod® 551333
551392
Beesshoba” Z74757
Bokt Shomesh 523133
Dan " 579335

Rishon”
I-hﬂa 8512233 Soled §20333
Jefusalem® 523133
9985444

Kanﬂel' Tiberias™ 792444

* Nobde Intensive Cars Unkt (MIGU) service in
tha area, around the clock.

Modical helg for tourists (In English)

The Nztional Polson Control Center at

Ramhnm 04-8529205, for emer-
gency calls 24 hours a day, for information
in ¢ase ol

Eran — Emotional First Ald, Jerusalam
§10303, Tal Aviv 5461111 (d:ndrerwouﬂ\
B961113), Haifa 86722223,

281128, Metanya 625110, Knrmlel
0988410, Kiar Sava 7874555, Haderm

Wizo hotlines for batterad women 02-
8514111, 03-5461135 {alsp In Russian),
07-376310, 08-550506( in Amharic),
Repe Crigis Camer (24 hours). Tel Aviv
5234819, 5445191 (men), Jerusalem
DE5GES, Haifa 8660111, Elles 31977.
Hadassah Medical Drg.unuﬁnn -leragi
Cancer Assoclation telephone support
service 02-247676.

Honn Lucas Show 14:38 Thunder
All 15:00 Mull High 15:50 Movie: K
Fits, starming Rob Lowe and
Janmfer Grey 17:30 French pro-
rams 19:30 News headlines 19:35
e Good Lile 20:00 Give Lis a Clue
20:30 Mini-seres: Black Fox {part 2)
22:00 News in English 22:25 Murphy
Brown 22:50 Movie: Coast to Coasl,
staring Robert Black and Dyan
Cannon 23:15 Film

E MIDDLE EAST TV

14:00 700 Club 14:56 Matinee Film
:ggg Moomins 16:55 Heart__nchﬂ
Inspectar Gadget 17:45 Fhyin
House 18:10 Fam«grge g-l g
Magnum Pl 20:00 Word News
Tonight (Arabic) 20:30 CNN Headline
News 21:0C¢ America’s Funniest
Home Videos 21:30 Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine 22:20 Earth 2 23:10 700
Club 00:00 Special Program

CABLE

H FAMILY CHANNEL (3}

8:00 Falcon Crest 9:00 One Life to
Live 9:45 The Young and the
Restless 10:30 Second Time Around

Cealeste 12:10 Ne
P Mason 13:30 Starting at 1 30
14:05 The Trals of Rosie O'Neill
14:50 Falcon Crest 15:45 ENG
16:40 Neighbors 17:10 Anonella
18:00 One Lite to Live 1B8:45 The
Young and the Restiass 19:30 Local
broadcast 20:00 Ceieste 20:50
Beverly Hills 20210 21:40 TV movie:
One of the Girls - comedy about a
new kid in high school who makes
the mistake o ém fove with the
ciass queen 23:10 hire — israedt
drama series 23:20 Mad About You
23:45 Sister= 00: 35 Counter
Offensive 1:25 Knots Landing

& MOVIE CHANNEL (4}

10:30 Shattered Dreams (1990) {rpt)
12:00 Indiscretion of an Amercan
Wife (1954) — Vitiorio De Sica directs
this drama about a married American
woman (Jennifer Jones) who meets
her lover in 8 Rome train station (60
mins.} 13:05 See the Stars — An up-
close look at Manhatian's most eligi-
ble bachefor, Jery Seinfeld 13:
Girtriend From Hell (1989) - comic
herror movie {88 mins.) 15:10 Inside
Moves (1980) — melodrama about a
hoy who survives a suicide altempt
and gains self esteem through his
friendship with a group of misfit
teens. With John Savaq_e {108
mins.) 17:05 Emest Goes
{1987) - comedy about mmt!ed
Emest who decides he wants to be a
camp counselor (88 mins.) 18:40
Amok (1992, French) - drama about
a married woman who becurnas
pregnant while her husband is in
Europe. (83 mins.) 20:00 What's
New at the Movies 20:15 Key
Position — action series 21:00 Cobra
{1988) —bl action thriller staming
Sylvester bne as an unconver-
tional cop protecting Birgit Nilsson
(83 mins.) 22:30 The Hidden {1987}
tic thriller (83 mins.) 00:05
Godtather 1Lt {1520) (pt)

H CHILDREN (&)
6:30 Cartoons 8-05 Alvin and the

"Chipmunks B:30 Detective Boogie

9-00 Small Uni 9:05 Once
n a time 9:40 Heart 10:15 Fam
les 10:45 Black Stalion 11:
Ocean Gift 11:40 Loony Toons 12:00
Saved By the Bell 12:30 Hugo 13:00
Surprise Gerden 13:35 Carloon
14:00 Canoon 14:35 Little House on
the Praife 15:10 Heart 15:45 The
Ball Retumns to Cooper 16:15 Lois
and Clark 17:15 Loony Tunes 17:30
Saved by the Bell 18:00 Hugo 18:35

Power angefs19-00Alvmandlhe
Chipmunks 19:30 Three's Company
20:00 Maied with Children 20225

JERUSALERM
CINEMATHEQUE Don Juan da Marco
5 % Dance With

(Malha) = 788448 Virtuoslty 4:30, 7:15,
10:15 * Heat 4:15, 7, 5:15 % Cluciess
3::2, 715 % Some-mhg to Talk About

: * Falr
Pregsident®Family on
Degth 445, 7:15, &
4.30 7. 9.45 JER

930 HAV CH 1-7= 792799 Credlt

AVl
CINEMATHEQUE
wonnn 5, 7:30, 10 * l

ﬂom 30
GOFFAIhnofNu nee 11 am.,
1. 3,5, 745, 10 « Priest 11 am. % Frash

1, 5§, 7:45, 10 * Show
, 5, 7245, 10 DRIVE IN
do 10 + Sex FHm rnidmglal
'IH!5279215Pnscnlaz
GAT Crossi

15. 215. 5.8, 1
* Fannnll’ 12, s
Cauls Up 7:45, 10, G.G.

1o Exhale 2
TM’E El' 1-3 = 51msz Z Yoma

Somathi
About@Haunted Sou oiden Eye
7:15, 10 G.G. TEL AVIV = 5281181 €5
Pinsker St Sudden Death®@Falr Game 5,
7:30, 10 TEL AVIV MUSEUM =
695129? 27 Shayl Hamelskh Boulevard

ng Express 5, B, 10

CINEMAGAFEAHAHI::E&TSSM
Brid of Medison County 8:15 %
o7:15. 815 & Haunted Soul 7

GAT 1-2 = 74311 ]
'mnnms 7. a-m

548, T, 9154 Dangemus

Suspects
Minds 4:45, 7,9:15 * The Crossing

Family Ties 20:55 Mork and Mindy
21:25 Cheers

B SECOND SHOWING (6)

22:00 Without You F'm Nothing
11990) - Sandra Bemhard gives har
unique take on American pop culture,
Direcled by Jofin Boskmnch (es
mins.) 23:30 india {1975} - love
stary from the author/direcior of The
Lovarset in india during the 19308

® DISCOVERY (8)

Oﬂen Unwers ; History 12:00
Chma uo Nice Guys
Finish Last 14: Open Unlversily
16:00 China Unigashing 18:00 Open
unmersnyrket 22%%% A r%rhmancan
Supermal s eology
21%% Equinox 9 22:00 Air Combat
22:45 American Supermarket 23:15
Archeology 23:45 Open University

W ITV 3 (33)

17:00 Cartoons 17:30 Haram Alek
18:00 From Day to Day — chat show
19:00 News in Arabic 19:30
intemnational magazine on the ars
20:00 Mabal News 20:45
Ouistanding Creations 21200 Blah
Blah - joint radio and TV chat show
20:00 Showcase 22:30 Cinama
magazine 00:00 Closedown

N ETV 2 (23)

15:3¢ Hey Dad 16:00 Fleadinogf
enrichment 17:00 At the Bottom
the Sea with Delphi 17:30 Time Qut
18:00 Jews of Africa in the
Colonial Period 18:30 On Second
Thoughts — health and nutrition
19: Family Album 19:30
Beginnings — new series on veteran
20:00 A New Eve
{with FRussian subtities)
Preparation for 21.00 emale
Perspective — waekly ragazing host-
ed by Ori Yaniv 21:30American
Cinema 22:30Spirted Talks

B SUPER CHANNEL

6:00 The Sslina Scott Show 7:00
NBC News 7:30 [TN Word News
8:00 Today: Intemational Magazine
10:00 Super Shop 11:00 European
Money Wheel 15:30 The Squawk
Box 17:00 US Mon?WheeHsan
FT Business Tonight 19:00 ITN News
19:30 Ushua!a 20:30 The Selina
Scott Show 21:30 Profiles 22:00

Europa 2000 22:30 ITN News 23:00
Supersport 00:00 The Tonight Show
with Leno 1:00 Late Night with
Conan O'Brien

W STAR PLUS

£:00 Beverly Hilibities 6:3¢ Yan Can
Cook 7:00 For Your Entertainment
7:30 Gabrielle 8:30 Santa Barbara
9:30 The Bold and the Beautiful
10:00 Oprah Winfrey 11:00
Remington Steefa 12:00 Yan Can
Cook 12:30 E! TV 13:00 Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turties 13:30 Small
Wonder 14:00 Black Stallion 14:30
Batman 15:00 Home and Away
15:30 Entertainment Tonight 16:00
M*A*S"H 16:30 Bodyline 17:30 The

18:30 The Bold and

21:30  Andros Targets 22:30

.Enteriainment Tonight 23:00 Oprah

Winfrey 00:00 Hard 00:30
Home and Away 1:00 The Sullivans

@ CHANNEL 5

6:30 Bodies In motion 7:30 Basic
Training 18:00 Bodiss in motion
16:30 National league basketball:
lI;||:|I|:m vsleal-gipoel Jerusalem 18:30

remier ue England
19:30 Women's soccer 21-00 Israeli
soccar - National League 22:00
Spanish league soccer 23:00
kc;ﬁe 00:00 NBA bas-

AFULA

'l?hAev CHEN G

Glrls ©:30 * 8 Postino 7, %
of the Bride I§ 7

ARAD

STAR = 950904 Sewven 7,
Haunted Soul 7:16 % Sudd
7:15, 9:30 * The Usual
ASHD

0
G.G. Gl Money Traln®Sudden
5,7:30, 10 * Seven 4:30, 7:15_ 10 * Fair
Game 5, 7:30 » American President 10
Sl @otperos W 5 730, 1
* Show Girls 4:30, 7:15, 10

ASH

G.G. GIL American Praskient®F:
Came®Sudden Death 5, 7:30
Show Girls 4:30, 7:15, 10 RAV
711223 I Postino®@White
Burden@Money Train 5, 7:30, 9:45
Saven73° 8:45 % Father of the Bride il
BAT YAM

RAV CHEN = 5531077 o
Traln®Father of the Bride H 5, 2:30. &

+ Show Girls@Sevan 4:45, 7:15, 9145 %
gqﬁggl?gs Minds 5, 7-15, 9:45 % Heat

BEERSHEBA

G.G. GIL Hsat 415, 7.9:30 % Sudden
Death 4:45 7:15, 9:45 * Show G

30, 7, %45 RAV-NEGEV 1-4 =
SMoney Minds

4

2 Moy e Dengrous i

* Saven 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 X Father of the
Bride I 5 7:30

DIMONA

HECHAL HATARBAUT Falr Game 8

KOLNOA EILAT Show Giris 7:30, 1u
wnomy'rr-inrao 10 « Seven 7:30

HADERA

LEV 1-4 Dan| Minds®White
‘s Burden 5:15, 7:15, 9:45 « Show

Glrll715 0:45 * Denize Calls Up 5 *

ma7.15.9.15

HE
OOLON\' CINEIIIA 1-2 (MANDARIN}
8902558 Pcsﬂnolfl'he Usua!

10 STAR=» 589068
Virtuasity 9: i— Heat 6:45, 7: sn 945 %

Show Girls 9:45 + American Presikdent

780 % 7.30. o:45 DANIEL HOTEL

Homa tor the Holidays 7:30, 9:45

GCINEMA 1-3 = B87277 Sutiden
Daath@Monay Train®@American
Prosident 7, 9:30

KFAR SAVA'

G.G. GIL Heat 4:15.7, 9:30 + Viupaily
4:30, 7:30, 10:15 4 Sudden Daath 5, 7:30,
10 * Show Glris 430, 716, 10 *
mmmm:m«uu
Gama b5, T'B\'J * %
Minda®Home for the Holidays 5, 7
KIRYAT BIAL! K

G.G. KIR\'ON 18 = 779166 Show
Ghis®Fair Gama®Sudden Death 4:45,
7. ?M*Hmm!nrﬂleﬂolldays445
7930 + An Indan in the

245 + Ameorican

4:45, 7, 530 +* Santa Clause 445 % A
Govlyllome-ms*-ladn? 9:30 + Heat

ki pusmons
830 % Virtuos!
Girls 4:30, 7, 9:

Minds 4:30, 7
430, 7, 230 * * Show

N EUROSPORT
S:30E If Mapazine i0:30 Aline
Ski Igge et ns: Ma. a;z)line

13:30 Alpine Skl 14:45 Crogs-
Country Skiing 15:15 Tennis 1615
Soccer - Eurupean 17:15 Alpine Ski
18:00 Bobsled 19:30 Aulo recing
20:00 Boxing 21:00 Mauntain Bike
Racing 22:00 Trall 23:00 Alpine
Skiing 01:00 Professional wresting
02:00 Alpine Ski

® PRIME SPORTS

§:00 Crickat - World Cup Live 13:00
Golf 15:00 Futbol Mundial 15:30
Rugby 17:00 Cricket 18:30 Cricket -
World Cup 19:30 Show Jumping
20:30 Golf 21:30 Motoreycle Racing
22:30 Cricket - World Cup 23:30
Intemational Sport's Magazine 00:30
Asian soccer 01:30 Futbol Mundial

= BBC WORLD

News on the hour 6:00 BBC
Newsday 6:06 Panorama 10:15
Panorama 11:30 Tormormow's World
14:15 The Money Programme 15:15
World Business Report 16:30 The
Andrew Neil Show 15:30 Asian and
Pacific news 16:25 Tour Magazine
17:15 Panorama 18:30 Food and
Drink 19:30 Film 96 22:05

Panprama 23:30 The Clothes Show
00:00 BBC World News and
Businass Report

W CNN INTERNATIONAL

News throughout the day 6:00
World News 6:30 Inside Politics 8:30
Moneyiine 9:30 Warld B 10:30
Showbiz Today 11: CNN
Newsroom 12:30 World Report
13:00 Businass Dagﬂ :00 Business
Asia 14:30 World Sport 15:00 Asia

Nl.anyews I'gis-soLwBu?lso World -lsapgg
N e 0

18:30 Bugsmes Asia 21:00 World

Business Today 21:30 World News

AT T

W VOICE OF MUSIC
606 Moming Concart 9:05 Haydn:

?v?__uarlet in D op 20/4 (Mosaic

Bach; Cantata for soloists,
chmr. orch and basso czontinuo;
Moza

ne 41 “Jupiler”

rt

{Amsterdam BaroqueIKoopman)
Beethoven: Piano trio in E flat op 11
{Caslle Trio); Poulenc: 7 Choral
Songs: Shostakovich: Vialin concer-
toc no 1 12:00 Classical -
Weber/Berlioz: Invitation to the
Dance (Phnlham'\omalKaralan)
Aransky: Egyptian ng (Aussian
R50O/Demchenko); Chopin: Les

phides 13:00 Melos Quartet —

ozart: String quartet no 19 in C
Kag5 “Dissonance”; Mendalssohn:
String quartet no 2 in A minor op 13
14:06 Encore 15:00 From the
Aecording Studio — Sharon Batzali
(flute). Maya Weitman (piana).
Reinecke: Ondine Sonata;

Messiaen: La merle noire; Paul Ben-

Haim: 3
Taffanel:

iano pieces from op 34;
rand Fantasia; Muczynski:

Sonata op 14 16:00 My Canceri
18:00 New -CDs — Mariana von.
M&nam..,_.. yan

Martinez ..and
Aunbrugger (i8th-century Austrian
women composers). Sonatas in A
and E flai for hammerklavier;
Shehedrin: Ceflo concerto; Arigs

rias by
Gounod, Donizetti, Floiow 20:05
Sounds 20:30 From Ouwr

Evening
Concert Halls — Ismel Sinfonietta
Beersheba, cond. U Mayer. Ben-

Zion Orgad: Fili No. 5,
Concertante for Chamber Orch;

Bruch: Viokin concerte in G minor

{Guy Braunstein); R. Strauss: Le
bourgeois gentilhomme suite 23:00A
Musical Joumey

LOD

STAR Sudden Death 7:15, 945 =%

7:15, 945 + Tha Usual

9:45 % The Invisible Kid 5
RETH

CHEN Fair

Game.lﬂu
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Eight insurance firms
face indictment

EIGHT insurance companies will
be indicted for price-fixing and
other illegal activities in restraint
of rade, Anomey-General
Michael Ben-Yair announced yes-
terday.

The eight are Phoenix, Migdal,
Clial, Hamagen. Avalon, Menorah,
Zion. and Sahar. Also to be indict-
ed are 15 of the companies” senior
managers at the time of the

alleged crimes and the
Association of Insurance
Companies.

According to the draft indict-
ment. the ecight companies con-
spired in 1991 and 1992 to fix pre-
miums and other price compo-
renis, such as specia! discounts,
as well as agents' fees. They also
acted in concert to eliminate cov-
erage of certain items and
increase insurees’ co-payments.
Finally, they divided up the mar-
ket between them.

These are all violations of the
1988 Business Restrictions Law,
and carry a maximum penalty of
three years in prison.

PFLP:
Malki 1s
no longer
our man

LAMIA LAHOUD

THE spokesman for the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine in Damascus announced
on radio Monte Carlo Sunday that
local PFLP spokesman Riad
Malki no longer represents the
party, since he expresses views
which do not reflect its position.

Malki. a unmiversity professor
from Ramallah, said the PFLP did
not inform him and he only
learned about the decision through
the media.

He said the decision was a pun-
ishment for his statements criticiz-
ing the parry’s decision to boycott
the Palestinian elections and his
call for more democmy within
the party.

Malki said many of local PFLP
activists and some of its leaders
abroad favored participation in the
elections. Many PFLP golivists
voted in the election. espec:a]ly in
Gaza, despite the boycott call, he
said.

He said many local activisis are
dissatisfied that the Damascus—
based leadership keeps ign
their positions. although the PFL
decided in 1994 that the main
emphasis should be placed on the
territories and more decision-
making powers should be trans-
ferred to the local leadership.

Malki denies having misrepre-
sented the s position. He
said the PFLP leadership falsely
claims be leaked to the roedia
reports that party leader George
Habash will reurn, and accuses
him of saying that the return of the
PFLP members is linked to the
convening of the Palestine
National Council to amend the
Palestinian Covenant.

Malki has said that he does not
believe that Habash will return.

Don't forget them

Aclual length 10 cms.

EVELYN GORDON

The companies commirted these
iilegal acis in four sectors, the
draft indictmenr says: car insur-
ance, homeowners™ insurance.
corporate insurance. and insur-
ance for mechanical equipment.

According to the indictment. the
cartel arrangement was imple-
mented in a number of ways, such
as special contracts with sec-
ondary insurers to enforce umi-
form prices and coordinating rates
before submitting requesis for
approval to the supervisor of
insurance.

Before the indictment is filed in
court, however, the suspects will
have & chance 1o try to change
Ben-Yair’s mind. He has written
to all of the accused to invite them
to submit their arguments against
the indicirnent in wridng. and
officially they have a month to do
s0. [n practice, however, the
process will probably take longer,
since the companies will first

need o examine the evidence
against them,

The 15 executives named in the
draft indictment, according to
their iitles at the time the alleged
crimes were committed. are
Itamar Borovich. managing direc-
tor of Phoenix; Uzi Levy, manag-
ing director of Migdal; Gidon
Rosolio, deputy managing direc-
tor of Migdal: Rimon Ben-Shaul.
managing director of Clal:
Ya'acov Kihel. deputy managing
director of Clal; Meir Shani. man-
aging director of Hamagen;
Amichai Harari, head of
Hamagen's elementary insurance
division; Levy Rahmani, manag-
ing director of Ayalon; Noga
Rahmani, deputy managing direc-
tor of Ayalon: Shabtai Angel,
managing director of Megorah;
Ari Kalmzn, head of Menorah's
general  insurance  division:
Avraham Taiber. managing direc-
tor of Zion; Uri Taiber, head of
Zion's general insurance division;
Menachem Harpaz, managing
director of Sahar; and Eli Azuvel.

The Jewish Agen

Immigrants) groups.

and perrnanenﬂy paralyzed h

Netanya man gets 10
Michasi undhashwlll 35, of

cabbie was lightly injured.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Agency to weigh loan back exemptions
i cyss Board of%aozernors which c'::wened
yesterday in Jerusalem, has agreed to set up a special
committee to look into the possibility of exemptions for
needy immigrants who have to retum absorption loans.
came after a vigli held outside the
buﬂdmgs yesterday in Jerusalem by some 100 mem
the Zionist Forum. They were joined by demonstrators on
behalf of the Imcha {Single Parents) and Kav Yashir {Single

Piamenta to get Israel Prize
The Israel Prize in Middle Eastem Studies will be awarded
this year to retired Hebrew Univeristy Prof. Moshe Piamenta,
Minister of the Arts Shulamit Aloni announced yesterday.

She cited Piamenta's contributions in research on modem
Arabic language, and his work on the use of Arabic among
the Jewish population in Israel.

Parolee sentenced for crippling girifriend
Ronhen Attias, 23, of Haifa, a ?nsoner on parole who shot

s girtfriend after his father said
she was dressed immodestly, was sentenced to seven years

and two months in jail yesterday. itim

ears for rape, sodomy
etanya was sentenced
yesterday to 10 years in prison and given a two-year
suspended sentence for raping and sodomizing a 15-year-
old girl for whom he promised to find work.

Cabbie robbed at kmfepomt

A Jerusalem cabbie was robbed at knifepoint by two
passengers yesterday. The two asked to be taken to Mishor
Adumim. On the way, one pulfed a knife, then ordered the
cabbie to drive along the Allon Highway in the Jordan Valley.
There, they attacked him, stole his money, and fled. The

Man gets five years for raping daughter

A 78-year-old Jerusalem man was sentenced yesterday to
five years in ptison after confessing in Jerusalem District
Court to raping his daughter, now 15, from the time she was
in fourth grade until she was 14. ltim

ency’s
rs of

Batsheva Tsur

itim

ftim
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Levinger turned
back at prison due
to clerical error

HERB KEINON

AUTHORITIES a1 Ayalon
Prison in Ramle wrned away
Rabbi Moshe Levinger last night
because he did not have the
proper orders from the court,
after he showed up to begin
serving a seven-month sentence
for rioting and disturbing the
peace in Hebron four years ago.
“[ said I was going to break in,
but was told this would not be
advisable.” Levinger said on his
way back from the prison to
Hebron, where he said he will
await further instructions.
Earlier in the day Levinger,
with his family and supporters,
went to the Western Wall for

that sending his father to jail is
absurd: “Arabs who attack and
almeost kill Jews are let off,
while my father, who shot in the
air in self-defense, is sent to
prison. it is ridiculous.”

Miriam Levinger, the rabbi's
wife, is scheduled to begin serv-
ing a three month sentence in 45
days for attacking police and
impeding their work in a 1994
incident in Hebron.

The Hebron settlement com-
mittee issued a statement saving.
“The government is releasing
thousands of terrorists ... Those
who are merciful to the cruel.
will eventually be cruel 1o the

Religious Affairs Minister Shimon Shetreet embraces
Orthodox Patriarchate during yesterday’s gathering in Tel Aviv on ‘Jernsalem as a Tourist Center in

Timothy, secretary to the Greek

Peacetime.’ Shetreet outlined preparations for the wave of Christian tourists expected here to mark

the year 2000.

(Gideon Markowicz)

Deplorable conditions at
five police lock-ups

CONDITIONS in police lock-ups
are inhumane, and the Internal
Security Ministry is not doing
enough to improve the situation,
the Association for Civil Rights in
Israel (ACRI) said yesterday in a
report submitted to Internal
Security Minister Moshe Shahal.

The report was compiled after
ACRI staffers examined five
lock-ups. in Petah Tikva,
Rehovot, Kfar Saba. Ramle and

. Lod. The organization found that
all five suffered from severe over-
crowding, filth. and other physical
problems. It also found that it was
ditficult for prisoners to meet with
their families or artorneys.
Following is a summary of the
findings:

Petah Tikva: 70% of the prisan-
ers should have been in a prison
rather than a lock-up. Six prison-
ers were sleeping in a 3 sq.m. cell,
without even space to walk
between the beds. There was no
veniilatior in the cells. which
were stifling. In the new wing.
prisoners were not allowed out for
exercise at all. Prisoners whom
the police feared might ry to
commit suicide were kept three to
a special 1 sq.m. cell, where the
duty officer could keep an eye on
them. The cell had no sink or toi-
Iet, and two prisoners had to sit on

EVELYN GORDON

a bench while the third slept on a
mattress undemeath.

Rehovot: 95% of the prisoners
should have been in prison rather
than a lock-up. Prisoners com-
plained of rats and cockroaches in
the cells. The shower had no cold
water, and its walls were black
with mold. Arabs from the territo-
ries charged with being in Israel
illegally were kept in the court-
yard for lack of space indoors.

Kfar Sava: Toilets were not
properly walled off from the rest
of the cell. There were no electric-
ity outlets or garbage pails.
Ventilation was poor.

Ramle: Ventilation was so poor
that prisoners said they would
deliberately injure themseives in
the summer 1o escape the stifling
heat of the cells by being sent to
the hospital. Prisoners slept on
blankets on the floors, because
there were not enough matiresses.
A police officer told ACRI that
“the only difference between an
Israeli prisoper and ope in
Thailand is the [lack of a] shackle
on his leg.”

Lod: One of the cells had been
without light for 15 days -
according to the prisoners,

because a burnt-out lightbulb was
not replaced. The police charged
that the prisoaers had broken the
bulb on purpose. There had been
no hot water for a week because
of 2 broken boiler. Prisoners com-
plained of blockages in the toilets
which caused flooding in the
cells.

In response to ACRI's findings,
several of the police officers
responsible said. they had meade
changes, In Ramie, for instance,
the police said more matiresses

were procured, and in Lod, ACRI

was told the beiler ‘and toilets
were being repzired. In Petah
Tikva, the police said they reno-
vated the cells and put in ventila-
tion, and began taking all the pris-
oners out for daily exercise. The
police there szid they were also
rying to get a cell with a closed-
circuit camera for suicidal prison-
ers, to replace the currcnt arange-
ment.

However, ACRI: smd, not
enoogh is being dode, -

“The inhumane -conditions
which prisoners face every day in
these lock-ups cry oot o heaven
for urgent intesvention [on the
part of the numstry] [0 improve
the situation,” the association said
in a press statement.

Ramon set to approve building
of Jerusalem’s Har Homa

INTERIOR  Minister Haim
Ramon yesterday announced he
would approve the building of
6,500 housing units ia the planned
new Huar Homa neighborhood in
Jerusalem.

The plans were approved in the
district planning and construction
comminee several months ago
and were passed on o Ramon for
approval.

During a tour of the city with
Mayor Ehud Olmert. Ramon said

that he thinks the Palestinians will
not oppose the construction
because the land expropriated for
it was largely Jewish-owned.

The plan stired anger among
Jerusalem Arabs. The area where
the neighborhood is to be built is
on the border between Jerusalem
and Bethiehem and between three
Arab villages. It had previously
been classified a “green urea.”

Jerusalem Arabs claimed that if
the area was to be used for build-

ing, it should be used for Arab
housing. Faisal Husseini said
Palestinians would demonstrate at
the site and try to prevent the con-
structions, as they did at Givat
Hadagan neac Efrat.

The future of a major section of
the land slated for the construc-
tion is currently being discussed
in the High Court ofJusI:lce after
several petitions were filed
against the propoesed construction.

(Ttim)

Basketball players fail lie-detector tests

SOME local baskethall professionals have failed vol-
unary lie-detector lests they iniiated reganding bet-
ting on and throwing games that they were involved

in.

Kobi Rabin. who runs a private company in Tal
Aviv that administers such tests, said a few players
were found lying when they answered no to the ques-
tion: “Have you bet on a game or been invelved in
throwing one you were involved in?" He added that
the same players had asked that the test results be

destroyed. and he complied.

Rabin confirmed an Army Radio report that said
1hat players. coaches and team viTicials are undergo-
ing lie-detector tests in the offices of private compa-

by police to take such a test regarding zambling. .

The requests to undergo the tests are part of what is
known as “testing.” a technical term

to an

attempt by individuals to see if they could “fool™ the

next few days.

polygraph machine. Police Investigations Chief ..
Cmdr. Yossi Levy said he knew of the matter, and
would be contacting the private firms m'volved in’ the_

The Israel Basketball Association decxded,a&er the
initial reports on alleged gambling on basketbali -
games was revealed on IDF Radio several months-
agn, that players asked by policeor private firms to
take a polygraph test would be required to doso. - ~
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Winning cards
In yesterday's- Mifal Hapayis daily
Chance card draw, the lucky cands

were the aqueen of spades, ace of
hearts, 10 of diamonds, and queen
of clubs. -

“No room for

Jerusalem
visitors in .
year 2000°

THERE will be no room at the
inn, no room on the buses and no

“room at the tourst sites by the
year: 2000, when: millions . o@,

Chyristian visitors are expected 10
come mark the end of the second
millenniom  of Christianity,
according -to -Tourism : Ministry
Director-Géneral Eli Gonen.

Gonen ‘predicied thai Ysrael
would .become a tniism bottle-
neck, . even before 2000 -
He said:that within a few years
there will pot be enoogh hotel
rooms, the roads will be jammed -
and facilities at Ben-Gurion

Axrpmwﬂlbemamquatetohan-

_ dle the crowds.

Gonenwasspeahngatagaﬂ:er

- ing of the Economic Fornm pane!

on Jerusalem as a.Tourist Cente:
in g i -
" Moshe - Hananel, . director. of
Galilee Tours, noted that crowd-
ing bas already curiailed some
sites. Passengérs from cruise ships
visiting Jerusalem no longer enter
the Tomb of Jesus in the Church
of the Holy Sepulcher because
they do not have the time to wait.

* he pointed out. Oftexi; he added,

the main consideration for where °
# tour bus stops is whethm' the mte
has-good toilets.

- Meanwhile, even- if there are
enough hotel rooms, not everyone

" "who wants to visit may be ableto -

afford them. Ministry

. Director-General Shabeai - Shai
- sajd that the maip thrust for. hotel

building for the future wouldbeis
fourand five-star hotels, with .
S0me three-sm' estabhshmmts l“

‘and virially nobuﬂdmgofoneo

two-star facilities.

“%a::gomgforthemmy
Shai said, noting -that Israsls

" tourismi costs are far higher thap

other deéstinations such as Torkey
.or Spain, and therefore the coun-
try had to attrac tourists who .
omﬂdaf{ordmspcndm
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